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Appointment of Select Committee
THE HON. G. C. MacKINNON (Lower

West) [6.06 pm.]: I move-
That the Hon. L. A. Logan, the Hon.

D. K. Dans, and the mover be appointed
to serve on the Committee.

Question put and passed.

THE RION. G. C. M"CEINNON (Lower
West) [6.07 p.m.): I move-

That the Committee have power to
call for persons, papers, and documents.
and to adjourn from place to place;
that It may sit on days over which the
Council stands adjourned: and that
the Committee report on Thursday, the
29th November, 1973.

The Hon. D. K. Dans: Does that include
weekends1-seriou-sly?

The Hon. 0. C. MacKflQION: The
thought did not cross my mind, but yes.
no days are excluded.

Question put and passed.

INDUSTRIAL ARBITRATION ACT
AMENDMENT BILL

Receipt and First Reading
Bill received from the Assembly; and, on

motion by The Hon. R. Thompson (Miln-
later for Police), read a first time.

ADJOURNMENT OF THE HOUSE
THlE RON. J. DOLAN (South-East

Metropolitan-Leader of the House) [6.08
pim.]: I move-

That the House do now adjourn.
THE HON. B. J. L. WILLIAMS (Metro-

politan) [6.09 p.m.]: I refer to the answer
to a question I asked today- I assume
that the Leader of the House did not pre-
pare this answer, but that it was pre-
pared for him. I claim that I was
maligned in the answer to my question.
I object to an answer which tells me
that I based a question on an ssumption.
I did no such thing. I asked a previous
question on this subject of the Leader of
the House on the 18th October, and this
is recorded in Hansard at page 3948. The
reply was as follows--

(1) and (2) The Government has
decided to limit the Provision of
these facilities to Members of the
Legislative Assembly, as is the
practice in South Australia.

I then asked today why it had been de-
cided to adopt South Australian practices.
The Minister replied as follows--

This question is based on an as-
sumption, which is contrary to fact.

If that is the case, I did not state the fact.
The fact was stated by the Leader of this
House. 1 have no wish to impugn the
Leader of the House or his motives. I
have always said they are above reproach.

The Hon. Cive Griffths: Hems respons-
ible for the answer to the question.

The Hon. R.. 3. L. WILLIAMS: I ask
the Leader of the House to look at this
answer and to investigate the reason for
It.

I also suggest that no members of this
House should ask any questions because
if they do so they will be called Inquisitive.
The word "inquisitive" means Inquiring or
being curious. There Is another slant to
that term which has a nasty connotation:
that Is, that it means prying.

I cannot state too strongly that I have
been maligned, and I suggest in any other
Parliament this answer would have been
regarded as a breach of privilege.

THE HON. J1. DOLAN (South-East
Metropolitan-Leader of the House) [6.11
P.m.]: I will have the honourable mem-
ber's comments examined, and I will give
him a written answer.

Question put and passed.
House adjourned at 6.12 p.m.

Ergilatiur Arnwiublg
Thursday, the 25th October, 1973

The SPEAKER (Mr. Norton) took the
Chair at 11.00 a.m., and read prayers.

CLOTHES AND FABRICS
(LABELLING) BILL

Introduction and First Reading
Bill Introduced, on motion by Mr.

Harmian (Minister for Consumer Protec-
tion), and read a first time.

EDUCATION ACT AMENDMENT
BILL (No. 4)

Second Reading
MR. T. D. EVANS (Kalgoorlie-Attorney-

General) [11.07 a.).: I move-
That the Bill be now read a second

time.
The relevant sections of the Act mentioned
In this Bill concern, In brief, assistance to
non-Government schools, textbook subsidy
scheme for secondary students, onus of
proof of age, authority for the Board of
Secondary Education to levy fees for the
issue of duplicate Achievement Certifi-
cates, and to change the name of the
"Federation of Parents and Citizens' As-
sociation" to "Council of State School
Organisations". I intend to deal with each
of these items separately and In that
order.

By way of introduction to the first
amendment mentioned above and con-
tained in clause 2 of the Bill, I will
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remind members present of the general
provisions of the relevant sections of the
Act.

Sections 9A and 9B. of the Act provide
in various ways for assistance to non-
Government schools. Section 9B provides
for outright grants and regulation 57C
gives details of how the total school grant
is calculated. Under section 9A, schools
receive assistance for various specific pur-
poses which are listed. Among these are
matriculation library Issues--found in sec-
tion SA(d)-and equipment grants-sec-
tion 9A(f), In the present situation
when the gross amount per school is cal-
culated for payments under the provisions
of section 9B, the value of these two
rants, which have been made separately,
is deducted. The school's total alloca-
tion thus comes in three separate Items.

The proposed amendments to section 9A
of the Act are considered desirable be-
cause by deleting paragraphs (d) and (D)
of the section, the school's gross alloca-
tion could be paid In the one cheque and
not come from three sources as at present.
This would be easier administratively for
the Education Department and, it is
thought, also convenient for the schools.

Since assistance under paragraph (f) of
Section 9A is in the form of a cash pay-
ment, the above uroposais provide no dif-
ficulty. Assistance under paragraph (d) Is
in the form of books to a certain value
according to enrolments. If the proposed
amendments are approved, a school would
receive cash instead of books but would
be able to buy its own selection of books.

The next amendment I wish to deal with
is that relating to section OD of the Act
which concerns the subsidisation of the
cost of textbooks at efficient schools. The
Premier, in introducing the 1972 Budget,
announced that the textbook subsidy for
fourth and fifth-year students-and this
applies to Government as well as non-Gay-
errnent schools--would be increased from
the 1st January, 1973, from $10 to $15 per
annum. Through an oversight, no action
was taken to amend the Education Act
to allow for the higher subsidy although
the increase has been paid this year. The
Proposed amendment Is necessary to hon-
our the Government's promise and the de-
partment's action in making the payments
at the increased rate.

The third amendment I wish to deal
with concerns the onus of proof relating to
a child's age. It has come to the Govern-
ment's attention that some recent prose-
cutions under the Act have been unsuccess-
ful on technical grounds relating to the
onus of proof concerning a child's
age. In subsection (2) of section 16
of the Act, the responsibility for prov-
ing or disproving age rests with the parent
but this is the only place in the Act where
the onus is mentioned. In view of the doubt
currently existing it has been decided to

amend the Act by the addition of section
21B3A, and this will find its place In part V
of the Act.

The amendments contained in clauses 5
and 6 of this Bill relate to the decision of
the Hoard of Secondary Education, with
the approval of the Treasury, to levy a fee
for the issue of duplicate Achievement
Certificates. The Public Examinations
Board of the University of Western Aus-
tralia has for some considerable time
charged a fee for duplicate certificates
issued, and it Is considered desirable that
the Board of Secondary Education should
also make a levy.

Clause 7 of the Bill arises as a result of
a decision taken at the 39th annual con-
ference of the Western Australian Feder-
ation of Parents and Citizens' Associations
to amend the constitution of the federa-
tion to allow for change of the associa-
tion's name to "The Western Australian
Council of State School Organisations".
The prime reason for changing the name
of the organisation is that it is considered
advantageous for the name to be an easily
identifiable alignment with the Australian
Council for State School Organisations.

Several of the other Australian States
have already altered the names of their
organisations In line with the Australian
council. Because the name "Western Aus-
tralian Federation of Parents and Citizens'
Associations" is referred to In section 22
of the Education Act, it is necessary to
facilitate the change of name of the or-
ganisation by amending the Act as pro-
posed before the amended constitution can
take full effect.

On behalf of the Minister for Education
I commend the Bill to the House.

Debate adjourned, on motion by Mr.
W. A. Manning.

CLOTHES AND FABRICS
(LABELLING) BILL

Second Reacting
MR. HARMAN (Maylands-Minister for

Consumer Protection) [11.15 a.]u: I
move-

That the Bill be now read a second
time.

The need for a ]Bill of this nature has
evolved from the accidental happenings to
persons, particularly young children, who
have been severely burned when items of
nigh~twear have caught on fire.

In recent years all State Governments
have been actively engaged in taking pre-
liminary steps to bring this legislation to
fruition. It was in 1966 that State Min-
isters for Labour at their annual confer-
ence first discussed a need for Government
action.

The problem of flammable clothing is
basically that all fabric burns, even though
the ease of ignition, rate of burning and
heat output, surface burning characteris-
tics, and other factors may vary-
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The possibility of clothing-particularly
that worn by young children-catching
Blight when close to room heaters or fires
is a domestic hazard and, whilst the num-
ber of burn accidents to young children in
which nightwear is involved is relatively
small, the injuries can be highly trau-
matic. Over the Past decade there has
been a growing concern throughout the
world that has led to demands for con-
trols on flammability, but these controls
can be introduced only if acceptable levels
of flammability can be set in accordance
with some criteria against which they can
be tested in a meaningful way.

In 1986 when Ministers for Labour first
discussed what action could be taken, the
matter was also receiving the attention of
the National Health and Medical Research
Council. and subsequently the Ministers
for Health considered a report from that
council. However, they decided that it
would be more appropriate for legislative
action to be taken by the Ministers for
Labour, who in the meantime had appoin-
ted a committee of officers to consider the
matter in detail and make recommenda-
tions. About the same time the Standards
Association of Australia set up a commit-
tee to Prepare an Australian standard, to
which committee the State Departments
of Labour were invited to nominate repre-
sentatives.

In 1966 and 1967 suggestions were made
that, as an interim measure, British legis-
lation should be adopted. On investiga-
tion it was found that the British legis-
lation had not proved really satisfactory,
but, more importantly, the British stan-
dards were inappropriate In the different
climatic conditions that apply in Austra-
lia. Although Ministers wanted to take
action, they unanimously agreed that a
prerequisite to any legislation was the
formulation of a satisfactory Australian
standard method for determining degrees
of flammability.

The State Ministers for Labour obtained
assurances of willingness to co-operate in
labelling from the Associated Chambers of
Manufactures of Australia, the Australian
Council of Retailers, and the Associated
Chambers of Commerce of Australia, but
those bodies pointed to the need for first
resolving technical problems, particularly
as to what should be labelled and how.
The Standards Association technical com-
mittee that had by 1968 commenced work
on testing fabrics and evaluating the Brit-
ish standards, recommended that legis-
lation should not be introduced until Aus-
tralian standards for flame-proof fabrics
and piece goods had been prepared, for
which purpose some further detailed study
was necessary.

Ministers for Labour of all States, al-
though concerned at the delay, recognised
that it would be useless to introduce legis-
lation that was impracticable or which
could not be enforced. They resolved to
undertake an educational programme.
'This has continued for several Years.

Not only was considerable research
undertaken Into burning characteristics of
various fabrics by the Standards Associa-
tion of Australia, but, with the concurrence
of the Federal Minister concerned, the
C.S.L.R.O. gave considerable assistance.
This research confirmed that overseas test
methods had been found to be unsatis-
factory.

This history has been given in some
detail to indicate to members that al-
though it may appear on the surface that
the matter has been delayed, a consider-
able amount of involved and highly com-
plex technical research was involved In the
production of the four Australian stan-
dards that have now been produced. So
far as can be ascertained far more work
has been put into the preparation of these
standards than in any other part of the
world and, without doubt, the Australian
standard will Prove to be satisfactory.

It will also be appreciated that having
regard for the constitutional situation in
Australia, legislation of this nature must
be uniform in all States and similar re-
quirements must apply In respect of im-
ported goods. Agreement between the
States was finally reached In July, 1973,
and the Bill now introduced arises from
that agreement,

it is a short enabling Bill that will per-
mit regulations to be made In respect of
articles of clothing that will be prescribed
by regulation. Initially, It is proposed that
the regulations will be made only in re-
spect of children's nightwear and a draft
of those regulations has now been pre-
pared since the Ministers' conference, and
is being considered by all States.

As Ll1 States propose to introduce uni-
formly the labelling requirements for
nightclothes for children in respect of
flammability on the 1st January, 1974, it
is important that this Bill be agreed to
so that the regulations can be made for
Wes5tern Australia.

Ministers have asked their permanent
heads to consider whether regulations
should also be made in respect of other
items of clothing and whether warnings
can be conveyed by readily recognisable
symbols as well as by words. If such other
regulations are uniformly accepted, the
passing of this Bill will allow those other
regulations to be made.

In explaining the Bill I will refer to the
main clauses. Clause 4 gives the power to
prescribe, by regulations, articles subject to
this Act. As mentioned, the markings or
labelling shall be concerned with flamma-
bility, or other safety or protective pur-
poses such as for the particular methods
of washing or dry cleaning of the fabrics.

It is intended to adopt specifically or by
reference, either wholly or in part, the
standard rules, codes, or specifications set
down by the Australian Standards Assoc-
iation of Australia on these mutters.
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.Clause 5 deals with the prohibition on
selling Prescribed articles unless they are
marked or labelled in conformity with the
requirements in the regulations, and a
substantial penalty is provided for offences
where traders do not comply with the re-
quiremnents.

Clauses 6 to a Provide for the powers of
inspectors in policing the requirements.
Inspectors of the Factories and Shops
Branch will be used in this capacity.

Clauses 9 and 10 make provision for of-
fences to be disposed of summarily and for
requisite evidentiary provisions in proceed-
ings where the relevant Australian stand-
ards have to be Produced in court.

Clause 11 provides for the power to make
the necessary regulations under the Act.

So that members will have some appre-
ciation of the regulations concerning the
labelling of children's nightclothes. which
it is intended to adopt with the passage of
this Bill, I have with me six copies which
those members who are interested may ob-
tain from me.

I commend the Bill to the House.
Debate adjourned. on motion by Mr.

O'Neil (Deputy Leader of the Opposition).

AERIAL SPRAYING CONTROL ACT
AMENDMENT BILL

Second Reading

Debate resumed from the 11th October.

MR. NALDER (Katanning) (11.23
a.mn.l: This is a short amending Bill and
I can assure the Minister that members on
this side of the House axe not opposed to
it; we are quite happy to support it with-
out much delay.

It might be wise for me to indicate the
importance of aerial spraying with regard
to the development of agriculture in Aus-
tralia. We know that this applies to other
parts of the world also, but at the moment
I am thinking of the development which
has taken Place in Australia over the last
decade and the value of the use of light
aircraft in improving production in many
areas where the land would otherwise be
Practically useless.

Only this morning I was talking about
a gentleman who uses aircraft, almost
exclusively, on his, property for the pur-
pose of spreading superphosphate. I was
most interested to hear of his increase in
productivity as a result of this. Land
which was practically useless n. few years
ago, because it was infested with rabbits
and was only a problem area, is today pro-
viding pasture for considerable numbers
of stock. This indicates the value of the
use of aircraft. The use of aircraft can
bring into production land which would,
as I have said, otherwise be practically
useless.

Aerial spraying isa also used to control
weeds and insect pests. This method of
control has been used extensively in West-

ern Australia, more so than in any other
State, I believe. At least this was the
position early in the 1960s and it was
necessary for the Government to introduce
legislation to control the use of aircraft.
As a matter of fact, at one stage there
was indiscriminate spraying and many
crops, such as grapevines and tomato
plants, were spoilt because insufficient
care was taken.

For this reason It was necessary, asI
have said, to introduce legislation to con-
trol the use of aircraft and, also, to con-
trol the chemicals which were to be used.
We have come a long way in the last 10
years.

I can recall that this matter was dis-
cussed when I was aL member of the
Agricultural Council and, even a number
of years ago, it was decided that, if pos-
sible, uniform legislation wiould be desir-
able because of the movement of Pilots
from one State to another. The reasons
are obvious. In Queensland, for argu-
ment's sake, grain is sown much earlier
than it is In the southern States and in
Western Australia. Of course, aerial
spraying is a business and quite a num-
ber of aircraft operate in the different
States; that is, after spraying is finished
in one State, the aircraft are used to spray
in another State.

The Minister has indicated that a num-
ber of States are using this draft legisla-
tion. When the Minister replies I would
like to know which States these are. I
think it would be well for the House to
know the States which are using it and
whether any States are opposed to this
legislation and have separate legislation.
In a case such as this, every effort should
be made to have uniform legislation. I
know that when I1 was a member of the
Agricultural Council one State was par-
ticularly opposed at that time but per-
haps some progress has been made in this
situation.

The Minister outlined the reasons for
the amendments. During the last few
years there has been something of a down-
turn in agriculture and, obviously, air-
craft have not been used to the same ex-
tent as they were earlier. Doubtless some
of the companies were finding it difficult
to survive. As a matter of fact, I under-
stand some did not survive. However, the
industry is so important that we should
give every consideration to lessening the
costs and effecting some economies in
certain directions provided that there is
no lessening in the control. I am quite
satisfied from my reading of the Minis-
ter's speech that this will not be the case.
I am also satisfied that it Is possible for
some economies to be effected.

The operators have requested the legis-
lation and, In the main, they are respons-
ible people. They do not want to cause
damage to crops, any more than anyone

4396



[Thursday. 25 October. 19731 49

else would want to cause such damage.
Consequently they are prepared to accept
a responsibility which is a credit to them.

In these circumstances I see no reason
for not allowing the amending Eml to pass.
I am sure the Minister's o'1cers will keep
a close watch on the situation as will
officers of the Departments of Agriculture
In other States.

If any weakness becomes evident, I am
sure action will be taken promptly, through
regulations, to ensure no damage is done
to crops, resulting in a great deal of un-
necessary expense.

I therefore have pleasure in supporting
the legislation and I will be interested to
see the results of its Introduction.

MR. BATEMAN (Canning) [11.31 a.m.]:
Five years ago I spoke to a Hill dealing
with the spraying of Argentine ants, and
I mentioned the effect such spraying had
bad up to that time in killing off many
of our birds. I listened very intently to the
member for Katanning and I was interested
in what he had to say. I will not traverse
the same ground.

I have always been very worried about
the excessive use of chemicals such as
2,4-D Ester, which can kill off many crops.
if one were to take through the Swan
Valley a utility carrying an empty can
of 2,4-D Ester, the fumes from the empty
can could be responsible for killing some
of the grapevines.

The aspect about which I am most
worried is the effect these chemicals have
on human life. One reads in the papers
every day advertisements for fly sprays-
"Pea Beau" and others--which arc said
to be quite harmless to children, but I am
sure If we pump into the air enough of
this type of spray to kill off Insects such
as mosquites and flies we will eventually
accumulate enolugh of It in our bodies to
kill ourselves. We do not yet know enough
about what these chemicals might do to
us. I know I am straying from the Bili
but I am taking the opportunity during
this debate to tell the House about my
great concern for the manner in which
these sprays are advertised and used. We
also puff these chemicals over our vege-
table crops.

Three or four years ago I mentioned
that aerial spraying of crops with DDT
and other toxic chemicals resulted in those
chemicals being blown over the wheat
crops and Into the dams. The sheep and
other stock which drink the water must
be affected by the chemical DDRT because
it is a poison which does not dissolve and
has a cumulative effect. We eventually
eat the meat and I am sure the poison
must accumulate and remain in our
bodies. The member for Bubiaco would
probably agree with me that It is a poison
which does not dissolve but accumulates
and remains in the tissue.

It is for this reason that -I have risen
this morning to enter into the debate. I
consider we must have an ever-increasing
respect for this type of poison because It
has no respect for humanity. only on
the 15th October we read In The West
Australian the headline, "Plants die as
spray hits town", and the article went on
to Say-

Grape vines, tomato Plants and rose
bushes have died In Morawa, appar-
ently because a weed control poison
which is being sprayed from the air
on cereal crops around the town drifts
in on the wind.

It will also be remembered that some
years ago the vegetable crops at Gerald-
ton were affected by 2,4-P which had been
sprayed in the Dongara area, That gives
us an idea how far these sprays can be
blown. As you know, Mr. Speaker, around
Cieraldton, where strong winds are ex-
perienced, sprays can be blown for 50 miles
and can affect crops for which they were
not Intended.

I support the Bill because this legisla-
tion is necessary and will be of advantage
to the rural community.

MR. A. A. LEWIS (Blackwoad) [11.35
a.m.J: On behalf of the Liberal Party, I
would like to support the remarks made
by the member for Katanning. This Is a
sane measure and I believe the security
amount of $30,000 is quite adequate for
any of our normal crop dusting and spray-
Ing operations.

MR. H. D. EVANS (Warren-Minister
for Agriculture) [ 11.36 a.m.]: I thank the
members who have spoken in this debate
for their support. They realise that the
legislation is intended to benefit everyone.
We hope that It will help to contain costs
in the agricultural field, with particular
reference to aerial spraying.

The member for Katanning illustrated
his close association with and his know-
ledge of this legislation. He indicated the
development of this operation and Its value
In Increasing total Production In our rural
industry. He drew attention to the need
to maintain continual vigilance In the
control of the use of aerial spraying-

He raised a query in regard to the varia-
tions in similar legislation in the different
States- My understanding Is that there are
some variations, although broadly the
recommendations have been accepted
throughout Australia. However, as the
honourable member is sufficiently inter-
ested In this aspect, I will endeavour to
find out the precise differences for his
information.

Mr. Nalder: Are there any States which
are not using this legislation?

Mr. H. D. EVANS: Basically, I believe
all the States are operating with similar
legislation, but, as I say, I am uncertain
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of the minor variations. I will supply
this information to the honourable mem-
ber.

The member far Katanning also drew
attention to the danger of pesticides and
sprays, and a very real danger does exist.
I am Indebted to him for mentioning this
point as It Is something which cannot
be stressed too much. We must not forget
the dangers which accompany progress.
We know that small animals can die
after eating the leaves of vegetables
sprayed with a certain dust to destroy
insects. We must be cognisant of this fact
at all times.

I would also like to inform the honour-
able member that fairly stringent control
is exercised through the Pesticides Advis-
ory Commnittee. This body has the respon-
sibility for determining the particular type
of Pesticide to be recommended and used.
Of course, the committee was set up to
ensure that the manufacturers do not have
free rein in this field and that control Is
exercised at the manufacturing level. The
committee ensures also that the appli-
cation of different pesticides and chemic-
als is kept under stringent surveillance.

The member for Blackwood indicated
the support of his party for the measure.
With general agreement of this kind, it is
hoped that the legislation will achieve the
full Purpose for which it was introduced.
I commend the Bill to the House,

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

In Committee, etc.
Bill passed through Committee without

debate, reported without amendment, and
the report adopted.

Third Reading
Bill read a third time, on motion by Mr.

H. D. Evans (Minister for Agriculture),
and transmitted to the Council.

PAY-ROLL TAX ACT AMENDMENT
BILL

Council's Requested Amendment
Amendment requested by the Council

now considered.

In Committee
The Chairman of Committees (Mr.

Bateman) in the Chair; Mr. J. T. Tonkin
(Treasurer) in charge of the Bill.

The amendment requested by the Coun-
cil was as follows--

Clause 4, page 2, after line 16-Add
the following Proviso-

Provided however that the
Treasurer for the Purpose of en-
couraging decentralisation of in-
dustry and employment may in
his absolute discretion after re-
ceiving an application from an
employer certify as appropriate

and allow any lesser rate or rates
in respect of wages paid or P&S'-
able by the employer in relation
to work performed in an estab-
lished place of employment mnore
than seventy kilometres from the
General Post Office, Perth.

Mr. J. T. TONKIN: The Legislative
Council has requested an amendment to
this taxing Bill. It is well known, of course,
that the Council has no Power to make
the amendment itself, but it desires that
this Chamber agree to make the amend-
ment. The amendment is precisely the
same as the one the Opposition at-
tempted to make when the Bill was under
consideration in this Chamber, and one
can agree with the objective of the Coun-
cil in trying to write into this taxing Act
a provision aimed at providing a special
incentive for decentralisation.

The Government is all in favour of in-
centives for decentralisation, and gives a
number of them. I refer to very substantial
freight concessions, interest subsidies, and
special loans-in some cases up to 100 per
cent, of the amount required to establish
the Industry. Upon consideration Of any
special case the Government may decide
from time t~o time! to" Provide any other
desirable incentives.

However, surely a little thought will show
that it is a most Undesirable principle in
taxation to take the imposition of the rate
of taxation away from Parliament and
give it to the Treasurer. In those circum-
stances it is inevitable that inequities will
arise. The Treasurer may be the most bril-
liant Treasurer in the world, but it would
take a Solomon to make a precisely correct
judgment, after having considered the
number of requests which would come for-
ward, as to the rate of tax which ought to
apply as between industries which are '70
kilometres from the capital, and those
which are 60 or 120 kilometres away from
it.

Surely it is a basic principle of democratic
government that the imposition of taxation
shall be at the will and decision of Parlia-
ment. In my opinion it would not satisfy
the requirements of that form of govern-
ment if Parliament set only the maximum
rate and then left it to the discretion of
any Treasurer to determine how much of
that maximum rate he will call upon A to
bear, and how much he will call upon B
and C to bear.

If we agree to this amendment it will
mean that Persons carrying on the same
types of business in the same State may
be required to pay different rates Of taxa-
tion simply on the decision of the Trreasurer.
That is a most undesirable principle to
adopt; and for that reason, although I
symnpathise with the desire to encourage
decentralization, I suggest other wore
equitable means of doing It are available.
The present system in which It is left to
the department and to the Government to
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make a determination upon any Special
incentive from time to time Is a far better
system than that of providing in a taxing
measure a maximum rate of tax without
Parliament knowing what rate will be ap-
Plied in various cases.

I hope we will never depart from the
principle of Parliament always being in
control of the rate of tax which Individuals
will be called upon to bear. That is our
business, and any departure from it would
leave the way open to tremendous in-
equality. For example, what would be the
guidelines if the Treasurer is determining
whether he will give A a substantial reduc-
tion in the rate of tax and saying to B
that he need pay no tax at all? What a
tremendous advantage that could be to a
person in certain instances. I do not think
that is a wise procedure at all. Therefore,
I move-

That the amendment requested by
the Council be not made.

Sir CHARLES COURT: The Treasurer
collapsed his own argument because he re-
ferred to the discretion that is already
exercised by the Treasurer to provide many
concessions in rural areas. The concessions
are dIscriminatory-deliberately so, and
this will always be so-2but for good reason.
I point out that It !s the Treasurer who
exercises the discretion; It does not matter
which Minister is involved, where money
is concerned the matter goes straight back
to the Treasurer.

If a business wanted assistance in the
city It would not be given a moment's
thought; but it would be given special con-
sideration if it wished to establish in Kal-
goorlie. We could have a situation of a
business wanting to establish In Bunbury
and the Treasurer would not assist It; but
there would be good reason to assist the
establishment of the same industry in
Albany. The situation varies from ease to
case. We have always accepted this in
respect of decentralisatlon.

There are some industries 1,000 miles
from Perth which do not have the dis-
ability, because of special local features
and circumstances, of a business that Is
only 50 miles from Perth. So the Govern-
ment of the day-and always eventually
It comes back to the Treasury and the
Treasurer-makes the decision that busin-
ess "A" will be assisted one way or another,
whereas business "B" will not. This assist-
ance could be in the form of loans, extra
freight assistance, or interest relief, be-
cause the schedule of assistance is really
only a guide at the present time. The
assistance could be in the form of greater
interest assistance for a limited period,
or for a set period. This, of course, is
something with which we agree, because
some of us have had experience in trying
to assist these industries and we get an
extraordinary set of circumstances where
distance is not the final arbiter: local cir-
cumstances are the final arbiter.

We discriminate with one Industry by
giving assistance with services-water and
power, for example-to the people who
are beyond the normal town limits. The
ease of Mt. Barker comes to mind. This
occurred many years ago. That town could
not have had an abattoir If the Govern-
ment had not given assistance in regard
to water supplies, because the abattoir
was beyond the normal limits of the water
extension of the then existing authority.
The same applies to power in a number
of cases where extra extensions have to
be made.

So It goes on. When we talk about de-
centralisation we must be able to select
particular cases governed by special cir-
cumstances. Victoria has acknowledged
this. That State has given extra assist-
ance beyond 50 miles, but it has gone
further and has said that If there are
special circumstances the distance could
be less than 50 miles.

For instance, Wundowie is an Industry
that has special problems because of its
geographical location in relation to raw
materials, the port, and the city. It could
be that if we draw a line direct from
the Perth G.P.O., 50 miles would be on the
eastern side of Wundowle, I think. I recall
that the turn-off point on the road would
be 45 miles, and normal road miles are
much greater than the actual number of
miles as the crow flies. When we say 70
kilometres In a direct line we are talking
about 46 to 4'7 miles. I1 think that this
distance excluded Wundowie, but we took
that as a selective case. There Is some
doubt whether It would exclude Pinjarra
on a direct line, but that is not the
point at Issue.

We grant Incentives through freight and
reduced amounts of Interest, so we do
differentiate already. With a tax like In-
come tax, normally It Is wrong to have
differentials at the discretion of a com-
missioner or a Minister, but It Is not
unheard of. I admit it Is unusual.

Mr. J. T. Tonkin: Give me an example.
Sir CHARLES COURT: I am trying to

think of the section in the income Tax
Assessment Act where discretion is left
with the Commissioner of Taxation. He
has wide discretion as to the inclusion of
income that is Indisputable. In addition he
has some discretion about the exemptions
he will grant. Not being in daily practice.
as 1 used to be, 1 just cannot remember
the particular section.

Mr. T. D). Evans: I do not think he has
any discretion as to the rate.

Sir CHARLES COURT: He has quite a
few discretions.

Mr. J. T. Tonkin: There are not many
cases where the rate of tax is not laid
down by Parliament.

Sir CHARLES COURT: The tax is laid
down by Parliament, but discretion Is given
to the Commissioner. I will now return to
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the other point that seems to be corn-
pletely, overlooked by the Treasurer. I
refer to the question of discrimination
with rail freights where an established
business Is not'ranted any benefits under
the new scheme and yet a newcomer to the
field is granted various benefits which
can result in discrimination to the dis-
advantage of the established operator in
the district.

Mr. J7. T. Tonkin: That Is the basis of
this proposal-discriminiation.

Sir CHARLES COURT: The whale
basis of the amendment is to autborise
the Treasurer to do something. Without
this he cannot do it. The Government
of the day can grant a freight concession
and an interest concession. It can grant
a loan on a discriminatory basis as to
the amount, the conditions of Interest,
the conditions of repayment, and the
conditions of security. The Govern-
ment can be very discriminatory and
for good reason. For instance the
Treasurer and his Government have given
assistance to the Trades Hall right in the
city, which assistance is not available to
other political parties, and the Parliament
did not have any say in that. The Gov-
ernment did not even come to the Parlia-
ment to amend the definition of "indus-
try". as occurred in other cases. So that
was discriminatory, and this sort of thing
can occur all the time. The Government
of the day has to live with its conscience
and the electors in due course, and so the
checks and balances work in that way-

It is important to emphasis that we are
only requesting that the Treasurer be
authorised to do this; we are not directing
him. The question of discrimination In
this case is no different from that
In many other cases In connection with
decentralisation.

If we return to the requested amend-
menit-and it can only be a requested
amendment-sometimes it is not a bad
thing if we look at these matters in an
objective way and try to meet the wishes
of another place set out in requested
amendments as distinct from amendments
it can make. I also wish to emphasise
that this amendment relates only to work
performed in an establishment situated
more than 70 kilometres from the G.P.O.
That provision is made for a purpose so
that a business cannot Indulge in subter-
fuge: that is, one that has a Perth office
and a country office. That business could
eventually convince the Government that
it should get some special Inducement to
establish in a particular location and then
use this as a subterfuge for getting some
of its wages and salaries taxed on a re-
duced basis, by submitting the wages
figures for the metropolitan and country
business merged together. In other words,
the work has actually to be performed in

that establishment which is more than 70
kilometres from the G.P.O. That, in itself,
is an ample safeguard.

Therefore this kind of discrimination
that seems to be the main point on
which the Treasurer is arguing his icase.
to my mind collapses completely. We have
had discrimination here In many ways.
and I refer to the Treasurer's own experi-
ence when he went abroad some years ago
in his capacity as Deputy Premier.

The CHAIRMAN: The Leader of the
Opposition has two minutes.

Sir CHARLES COURT: '.e went abroad
offering Inducements to industry such as
free land and interest-free loans. In fact,
one such industry, Klinger, was estab-
lished; when the Hawke Government went
out of office in 1959 the industry was es-
tablished on the basis of the agreement
that had been arrived at by the Hawke
Government. It was established in the city.
If that was not a case of discrimination
then I do not know what it was. However,
no-one complained about the concessions
granted to it. it was established to relieve
an unemployment situation in the city
which at that time was desperate.

We are now talking about decentralisa-
tion, which is the objective of all of us.
To my mind the Government should wel-
come this type of discrimination as pro-
posed in the Council's requested amend-
ment.

My final thought is this: The pay-roll
tax is an iniquitous tax; it Is an Inflation-
ary tax; it is inescapable when imposed;
and it goes straight to the wages factor.
In the case of an industry established in
the country area the wages paid per man
per week are usually higher than the
wages that are paid in the city, so such
industries in the country or in mining
areas are placed at a disadvantage.

It follows that not only do they suffer
that particular burden, but they also pay
the tax, which is a highly inflationary
tax and in normal circumstances is in-
escapable. on a higher base. Even if
the original Bill provided for some dis-
crimination, to take into account the
higher wages that remote and rural in-
dustries have to pay, there would be some
equity in the proposal. We will examine
this Matter very closely to ascertain
whether we can arrive at a more equitable
basis.

In an area where traditionally higher
wages are paid as compared with the
metropolitan area, the industries not only
suffer that burden but also the burden
of having to Pay the pay-roll tax on a
higher base figure. This move by the Legis-
lative Council should be welcomed by the
Government, as it will give complete auth-
oritv to the Treasurer to grant these con-
cessions without the need to obtain the
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approval of Parliament. Without this
amendment the Treasurer cannot grant
exemptions in respect of the pay-roll tax.
Because of the flexibility provided by the
amendment the Treasurer should grasp It.

The CHAIRMAN: The honourable mem-
ber's time has expired.

Mr. W. A. MANNING: Further consider-
ation should be given to the Council's re-
quested amendment, The Treasurer's ob-
jections were based ont the fact that Par-
liament should be In control in respect of
the granting of exemptions. I agree, but
his objections could be overcome by agree-
ing to a part of the amendment, and by
deleting the qualifying part which relates
to the Treasurer. I therefore move-

That the requested amendment be
amended by deleting all words after
the word "that" in line 1, down to and
including the word "rates"' in line 8.

If the deletion of these words is agreed to
I shall move for the insertion of the words
"the rate shall be 2-1 per centumi of the
total wages" .

This will achieve the object which we
are aiming at; that is, to decentralise in-
dustry. If my amendment to the Council's
requested Amendment Is agreed to then in,1-
dustries established more than 70 kilo-
metres from the city will pay 2J per cent.
instead of 31 per cent. of the annual wages
in pay-roll tax. This will achieve what
the Treasurer wishes to achieve, and
would overcome his objections to leaving
this matter to be determined by the Treas-
urer.

Sir CHARLES COURT: The objective
,which the member for Narrogin seeks to
achieve is easily understood. He is anxious
to overcome the o~jections that have been
raised by the Treasurer; namely, that Par-
liament should be the master of the rates.
So far as these industries are concerned,
the member for Narrogin is trying to get
back to the rate that prevailed when the
States took over in the field of pay-roll
tax, and not even to the rate as at the date
of the 1911 amendment to the Act.

Normally I would be very keen to sup-
port such an alternative amendment to the
Council's requested amendment. I can see
many advantages in It. I was hoping to
hear the Treasurer's reaction, because this
would overcome his main objection. If the
alternative amendment is agreed to it
would then be only a question of the quan-
tum to be determined.

The only query I raise is that it bypasses
the original intention of the requested
amendment of the Council. and also of the
amendment which was moved in this
Chamber Previously at the Committee
stage; namely, to permit the Govern-
ment of the day to exercise a discretion
relating to two industries where the cir-
cumstances of the industries were differ-
ent.

I think I mentioned earlli in my' comn-
ments, that an industry could be estab-
lished 1,000 miles away from Perth, and
not suffer certain disabilities that an in-
dustry established 60 to 200 miles from
Perth could suffer. This is one of the ad-
vantages of giving complete discretion to
the Treasurer, so that be can take into
account special features affecting differ-
ent industries.

One does not have to think very hard to
visualise an industry that could be viable
at, say, Merredin, Narrogin, or Albany,
but because the circumstances are over-
bearingly burdensome they make the es-
tablishment of the industry impossible in
another place unless It is granted some
relief-whether the relief be the grant of
land, exemption from pay-roll tax, or
other concessions.

As against that, another industry in a
remote area, because of Its international
markets and the price it is able to obtain
for the mineral it produces-such as cap-
per-could at any point of time be viable
even though it is established 1,000 or 1,500
miles from Perth. That Is why I favour the
discretionary method outlined In the re-
quested amendment of the Council, and
also In the amendment moved in this
Chamber when the Bill was before us at
the Committee stage,

I hope the Treasurer will make some
comments on this alternative amendment,
before I make my final comments on it.
At the moment my intention is to support
the alternative amendment. Whilst I can
see some inherent difficulties in its admin-
istration, I think It is preferable to adapt
it rather than leave the Bill as it is at pre-
sent. This is especially so when this Par-liament is making no other gesture to give
relief to deoentra~llsed industry.

Mr. J. T. TON=,,1 I am quite prepared
to go along with the first part of the
amendment moved by the member for
Narrogin because it will enable me to
achieve my purpose in another 'Way. I a~m
Prepared to have the words deleted, but I
am not prepared to have others Inserted.
I welcome the support of the member for
Narrogin for the principle I explained;
that is. that Parliament should fix the rate
of tax and no Treasurer should have the
authority, once Parliament has fixed the
maximum rate, to decide differing rates
of tax to be paid by other people.. What
a principle that would be!

This principle could be applied to local
government authorities. A maximum rate
could be fixed and then the local authorit-
ies could stipulate that Bill Jones need
pay only half the amount and Tom Smith
only a third. That would be a ridiculous
situation.

Mr. A. R. Tonkin: The provision would
be wide open to abuse.

Sir Charles Court: That does not apply
in the requested amendment at all.
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Mr. J. Ti TONKINq: The fixing of a rate Mr. J. T. TONKIN: I understood the
of tax should be done always by Parlia-
ment.

Mr. A. R. Tonkin: Hear, hear!
Mr. J. T. TONKIN: This is to enable

Parliament to know what the rate is that
people will be called upon to pay. The Pro-
posal from another place is simply another
way to enlarge a discretion which the
Treasurer has already to give as much in-
centive as he likes, but apart altogether
from the imposition of a tax. As a matter
of fact, under existing circumstances, the
Treasurer could actually give as an in-
centive to a decentralised industry twice
as much as he could give that industry
under the proposal from the Legislative
Council if he thought he would be justi-
fled in doing so. However. I submit that It
is a very wrong Principle indeed with re-
gard to taxation to fix a maximum rate
of tax and then leave it to the Treasurer
to be discriminatory in its application.
Such a. Provision would be wide open to
abuse and misrepresentation.

Mr. A. Rt Tonkin: Of course it would be.
Mr. J. T. TONKZIN: We should always

be in control of the rate of tax which is
being imposed upon the people. That is
why all down the years in democratic
government care has been taken to ensure
that when a burden is to be placed upon
the people it shall be done only by the
vote of the Lower House which shall de-
termine the extent of that burden from
time to time.

Mr. W. A. manning: This amendment
does that.

Mr. J. T. TONHYIN: No, it does not.
Mr. O'Neil: It makes it specific.
Mr. J. T. TONKIN: All this does is to

say that the burden on taxpayers shall not
be greater than a certain percentage, but
the Treasurer at his discretion-

Mr. W. A. Manning: You are speaking
of my amendment.

Mr. J. T. TONKIN: When I commenced
I said that with regard to the amendment
of the member for Narrogin I would go
along with the first Part because It would
wipe out completely the request from
another Place.

Mr. O'Nell: Only half the words are
being deleted and then further on same
will be inserted.

Mr. J. T. TONKIN{: All that will be
left of the amendment from another place
will be the words, "Provided however
that".

Mr. O'Neil: No. The only words being
taken out are all those after the word
"that" in the first line down to and includ-
Ing the word "rates". That will leave
some of the words in. Later, other words
will be inserted after the word "Per-
formed".

amendment to be that all words after the
word "that" in the first line were to be
deleted. This is what comes of niot being
supplied with a copy of the amendment in
the first place. If the situation is as the
Deputy Leader of the Opposition has just
outlined it, then I am opposed to the
amendment in its entirety.

Sir Charles Court: That is what we
wanted to know.

Mr. J1. T. TONKIN: I would remind
members that the imposition of this tax is
the result of a unanimous agreement on
the part of all Premiers that this was the
the only way open to them to obtain the
revenue they required. It was decided
that we would all introduce this proposal
without any variation.

Sir Charles Court: That is not what we
were told in 1971 you know.

Mr. H. L. Young: We were told there
was no reason for there not being differ-
ent treatment of the States.

Mr. J. T. TONKIN: The honourable
member does not know what he is talking
about.

Mr. Rt. L. Young: That Is exactly what
You said.

Mr. J. T. TONKIN: I am talking about
an undertaking which was given at a
Premiers' Conference in the presence of
the Prime Minister that all Premiers would
introduce legislation into their Parlia-
ments to increase the pay-roil tax and
every Treasurer would go for the same
Percentage.

Sir Charles Court: That Is right. No-
one is questioning that. Don't get excited
about it.

Mr. J. T. TONKIN: That was the agree-
ment, so how on earth can I accept an
amendment which is a variation of the
obligation I undertook at that time? I am
just not going to do it. All through my
life my word has been my bond and I
will stick to It through thick and thin.

Sir Charles Court: This is a lot of non-
sense.

Mr. J. T. TONKIN: No, It is not.
Sir Charles Court: We were told In

1971-
Mr. J. T. TONKIN: What members

were told in 1971 has nothing to do with
this.

Sir Charles Court: It has everything to
do with it.

Mr. J. T. TONKIN: I am talking about
a clear understanding on the part of all
Premiers and as far as I know the others
have fulfilled their undertaking.

Sir Charles Court: Except that Vic-
toria gives exemptions.

Mr. J. T. TONKIN: Not in this way.
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Sir Charles Court: For decentraised in-
dustry.

Mr. R. L. Young: It did not stop them.
The CHAIRMAN: Order!
Mr. 3. T. TONKIN: As far as I am

concerned I will stick to the undertaking
I gave which was to try to get passed
a Bill in accordance with the unanimous
decision of the Premiers. Consequently I
am not prepared to accept any amend-
ment at all.

Mr. H. L. YOUNG: Wittingly or un-
wittingly, the Premier is overlooking two
very Important aspects about the amend-
ment. The first of these is that he claims
that decentralised industries can be given
certain advantages by the Treasurer of
the day anyway. That Is a far different
thing. Such a person in decentralised in-
dustry must go to the Treasurer and ask
for assistance. I amn not suggesting It Is a
real cap-in-the-hand exercise. It is an
approach to the Treasurer of the day for
assistance. It is not an inherently basic
thing of right for which he can make
application under the taxing law and claim
he is entitled to a different rate of tax
because he Is in a certain Industry. He
must make application for financial ass-
istance in some shape or form.

The second point concerns what was
said by the then Treasurer In 1971. When
the Bill was Introduced on that occasion
we were told that the States would have
the right to vary the rate of tax If they
so chose.

.Mr. T. D. Evans: That is right. The
States subsequently agreed to adopt this
uniform rate, as the Premier has indicat-
ed.

Mr. R. L. YOUNG: Are we to under-
stand then, that all the States can do
anything they like provided they all do it
together?

Mr. T. D. Evans: No.
Mr. R. L. YOUNG: That Is what the

Attorney-General has Just said.
Mr. T. D. Evans: In 1971 the rate under

the Commonwealth Act was 21 per cent.
The States agreed to increase It and on
the handover it was up to the States to
do what they liked, but the States agreed
to adopt this uniform rate.

Mr. H. L. YOUNG: We are Playing with
words. The Treasurer, in his second read-
ing speech at that time, indicated that the
States would have the power and, natur-
ally, It has the power to legislate In res-
pect of its own pay-roll tax rates, in ad-
dition to any other matters.

It hardly seems to matter if the Treas-
urers of the other States decide that they
will all have a uniform rate, If it was for
a specific undertaking or a specific pur-
pose. That is one thing, but surely at some
subsequent time the Treasurer of the day
would have the power to vary that specific
purpose. It has been done in Victoria.

Mr. J. T. Tonkin: It has not, at all.
Mr. R. L. YOUNG: Not under the rates.

but under a rebate system. What would
be the situation If this State became
tremendously affluent because of a change
of Government, and we had the situation
whereby we did not need to impose pay-
roll tax or we could reduce It to 21 per
cent.?

Mr. J. T. Tonkin: The member for
Wembley overlooks the fact that there was
no undertaking to introduce it and keep
it forever. The undertaking was that after
we left the conference each Premier would
move to increase the pay-roll tax by pre-
cisely the same amount. Having done that,
It would then be open to any Treasurer.
subsequently, to abolish the tax altogether
if he so wished, or to vary it. We have
not done that as yet.

Mr. R. L. YOUNG: But not to amend
the rate.

Mr. J. T. Tonkin: To amend the rate.
subsequently, but first we have to honour
our undertaking.

Mr. R. L. YOUNG: The Treasurer has
done that.

Mr. Taylor: No.
Mr. J. T. Tonkin: The undertaking will

not be honoured until the Bill has Passed.
Mr. Taylor: This Parliament consists

of two Chambers.
Mr. R. L. YOUNG: All the States stuck

together and the rate went up to 3j per
cent. Now it is to go up to 4j Per cent.
We know that almost everyone in Western
Australia will be paying 4j per cent. We
also know that even if the amendment is
included in the Bill nothing will be granted
to anybody because the Treasurer is taking
the view that he does not consider this is
the way to do it. If the effect is as minimal
as that surely the argument which the
Treasurer is using in respect of the under-
taking to stick to a uniform rate does not
hold water.

Mr. J. T. Tonkin: That is what you think;
I do not.

Mr. R. L. YOUNG: We are not talking
about a major change in the rate, but the
right of the Treasurer to declare, in specific
circumstances, that a rate of 2j per cent.
shall apply outside certain areas provided
he deems it to be a reasonable Proposition.
The Treasurer is not arguing the basis of
the proposed amendment at all, he Is simply
saying he will not change his mind. It is a
completely different proposition to have to
go to the Treasurer and ask for financial
assistance when such Provision can be built
into the Act. The 'Teasurer has claimed
he would have to break an undertaking
given to the Commonwealth by granting
a reduction in a few isolated cases. The
Treasurer is using that argument purely for
the purpose of defeating the amendment,
which obviously he does not want. Clearly,
he would not think of using the provision.
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Mr. Taylor: You are unfair.
Mr. R. L. YOUNG: I think the Treasurer

would almost agree.
Mr. Taylor: The Treasurer is asking that

the Bill go through. It is for this Parlia-
ment to decide on subsequent amendments,
The Bill has to go through two Chambers
bef ore that can be done. The Opposition
is amending the Bill before it has gone
through.

Mr. R. L. YOUNG: Obviously, the Deputy
Premier has the same view as the Premier,
but I do not.

Mr. J. T. Tonkin: This is the only view
a reasonable person can take in the cir-
cumstances, and the argument put forward
by the member for Wembley about Victoria
proves it. Why did not the Premier of
Victoria make a variation if be wished to
do it that way? Because he knew he would
be breaking an oblilgatlon.

Mr. M. L. YOUNG; I do not think that is
necessarily the reason. It happens that this
method of amending the legislation is avail-
able to us so the argument does not really
hold water. I think we are splitting straws
in respect of a few specific industries. The
Treasurer says we cannot amend the rate
because of an undertaking given to the
Commonwealth. That does not make sense
to me.

Industry can be helped by amending this
legislation before it goes through Parlia-
ment. I think that is a reasonable view to
take. if the Government is dinkurn about
decentralisation discretion can be given to
the Treasurer to use the provision In certain
areas. If the Government is not dinkum it
would be better for It to say it would prefer
industry to approach the Government for
assistance.

Mr. Taylor: That has nothing to do with
It. You are talking about the attitude of
the Treasurers at a conference. Our
Treasurer has to adopt entirely what was
decided at that conference.

Mr. R. L. YOUNG: Is that the entire
argument?

Mr. Taylor: Yes.
Mr. R. L. YOUNG: Well, why did not the

Treasurer use that argument when we last
introduced the amendment? The Deputy
Premier does not know what he is talking
about. This amendment was moved in this
Chamber by the Leader of the Opposition,
but it was defeated. The Bil went to the
Legislative Council and has been returned
with the same requested amendment. The
argument used against the amendment on
this occasion is not the same argument as
was used previously.

Mr. Bertram: That is not a Principle
you follow!

Mr. R. L. YOUNG: I am not using that
particular argument; !t Is the Treasurer
who is using It. He has a new argument.

Mr. J. T. Tonkin; Under Standing Orders
there is no limit to the arguments one Is
entitled to use as long as they are logical.
Mr. R. L. YOUNG: in other words, one can

switch one's argument. The Deputy Pre-
mier claims that the objection to the
amendment is because of a recent decision,
but that is different from the argument
used by the Treasurer.

Mr. Taylor: it is the one being adopted.
Mr. R. L. YOUNG: The argumnrt of the

Treasurer is that he is sticking to an
undertaking, but that does not work. We
are talking about facts. We are not de-
viating from what we consider is a rea-
sonable thing. We believe a reasonable
thing Is to give the power to the
Treasurer to reduce the rate in certain
circumstances which he, in his discretion,
thinks are reasonable. That Is% our argu-
ment.

Mr. W. A. MANNING: I moved the
amendment to get over the objection by
the Treasurer to the fixing of a set rate.
The Treasurer now objects because he says
he is committed under the terms of the
Premiers' Conference. This Is Quite a
different argument altogether.

The Treasurer opposes price-fixing col-
lusion, but the Premiers are prepared to
get together and decide that the charge
will be a certain figure. Surely that is
entirely against the principles of our
Treasurer. Yet, he has told us he must
abide by the decision and fall into line
with the other States.

Surely this State can deal with its own
decentralisation programme. I believe In
establishing industry in the country. It
seems that the objection to the amend-
ment is aimed at industry in the country.

If the amendment were accepted and
country Industries were given a statutory
benefit, this could be taken into account
in any discussions with them in regard to
other assistance they may require. This
would be something that they would de-
finitely have; they would have a grip on
it and know that it was available to them
permanently, or until such time as it was
changed by the Parliament.

I ask the Treasurer to reconsider my
amendment and let us deal with the
matter so that country industries may see
a reduction in their responsibilities for
the purpose of covering the extra cost
which they must face in establishing in-
dustries in the country.

Sir CHARLES COURT: It is unfortun-
ate that, when the Treasurer first spoke,
he was under a misunderstanding about
the nature of the amendment of the mnem-
ber for Narrogin. This is why I raised
the query before I started to speak so that
we were at one as to what we were speak-
Ig about. As I understand it, the mem-

ber for Narrogin has moved to delete all
the words after the word "that" In line 1
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down to and including the word "rates"
In line 8 of the proviso. It would then
read-

Provided however that In respect of
wages paid or payable by the employer
in relation to work performed in an
established place of employment more
than seventy kilornetres. from the
General Post Office, Perth, etc....

The Premier said that he would go along
with deleting all the words after the word
"that". I imagine he would, but It makes
plain nonsense of the message from the
Legislative Council! That would get us
nowhere, It is best that we vote In the
normal way and either defeat something
or at least put it back into a meaningful
form.

I made my comments about the
amendment of the member for Narrogin
because of the fact that there could
be circumstances whereby industries
situated at long distances from Perth
could be at a different disadvantage from
industries situated short distances from
Perth, and vice versa. In the meantime I
said I would go along with the amendment
unless the Treasurer gave us good reason
as to why the amendment should be de-
feated, perhaps in the light of consider-
ations that are not known to us.

I can understand why the Treasurer
would want to avoid this-namely, because
it would make a sizeable hole in his rev-
enue and would leave him without any
discretion so far as he is concerned.

Mr. J. T. Tonkin: It would make a firm
like Alcoa pay about half the rate of tax
which other people would pay.

Sir CHARLES COURT: That would be
so, but of course the Treasurer was given
the opportunity to have some discretion
so that this situation need not arise. in-
stead, he has forced the member for Nat-
rogin Into moving this sort of amendment
merely to give effect to the 'Teasurer's
objection.

Mr. J. T. Tonkin: A principle with which
the member for Narrogin agreed.

Sir CHARLES COURT: We do agre
with this, but the reasurer is not pre-
pared to make any concession at all.

Mr. J. T. Tonkin: Do you agree with the
principle that the Parliament itself should
be responsible for fixing the rate of tax
or not?

Sir CHARLES COURT: Yes, but I make
the point that the Treasurer has stub-
bornly refused to have anything to do with
a proposition which would give him, and
his Governent, the right to give relief to
decentralised Industry. In relation to this
iniquitous tat.

Mr. J. T. Tonkin: I can give this in other
ways.

Sir CHARLES COURT: Of course the
Treasurer can give freight and interest
concessions, loans, and guarantees. Many

other things can also be done adm1Iita-
tively. However, the Treasurer cannot give
an exemption or a concession in respect
of this tax unless the Parliament author-
ises It.

Mr. J. T. Tonkin: It would be possible to
give more money than this would neces-
sarily amount to in other ways.

Sir CHARLES COURT: We want some
declaration in connection with this. Had
the Treasurer been sincere in protecting
decentralised Industry from an iniquitous
situation he could have said, "I do not
want to do it this way because It will em-
barrass me with the other Premiers--or
something of that nature-but I will do it
another way."~

Victoria has administrative and statis-
tical reasons--

Mr, J. T. Tonkin: Anid it has more rea-
sorns than those.

Sir CHARLES COURT: -which are ap-
parent to all and I have explained them
at length on previous occasions. In Vic-
toria it is done on the basis of putting in
a return and a company becomes liable for
the tax; the Government then rebates it
as a concession. The Treasurer has not
come to light with anything such as this.
It would be acceptable even if the Treas-
urer wanted to do it at a standard rate
for everybody who qualified. However, the
Treasurer has come up with no alterna-
tive.

I have been trying to find the reference
in Hansard in 1971 when I spoke to an
amending Hill which was before the
Chamber at that time. Unfortunately, I
cannot find it and I have sent for my
marked copy from my office. Perhaps it
will come before I conclude my remarks.

my understanding of what the Treasurer
of the day told us is that the States had not
left themselves free to change the rate.
I do not argue with that, but they had left
themselves free to alter some of the
conditions.

Mr. J. T. Tonkin: That is right.
Sir CHARLES COURT; One of the con-

ditions in existence is that of the base
exemption. It would be acceptable had
the Treasurer said that he did not like
what we are trying to do but he would
make a gesture to decentralisation and
would increase the base exemption for in-
dustries outside the 70-mile limit, or
something of that nature. In this way we
would at least be able to see that the
Government of the day was trying to do
something in connection with a burden-
some tax which hits remote industries
far harder than city-based industries.
This Is the worst feature, because indus-
tries which are decentraised already pay
loaded rates In wages and salaries. The
emoluments of office paid by such indus-
tries are out of all proportion to those
paid In the metropolitan area. Now those
Industries are to be loaded with a 28.0 per
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cent. Increase In the tax. In fact they
will have been loaded with an additional
80 per cent. Increase since pay-rofl tax was
taken over by the State. It is a com-
pounding factor as far as these industries
are concerned.

As I understand it, the Attorney-Genera!.
who was Treasurer at the time1 said in
1971 that there was no Impediment, so far
as the States were concerned, if they
wanted to vary the base exemption figure
of $20,800. That is a crazy figure and
would only exempt a business employing
four people. Originally when that figure
was set, it was in tended to exempt busi-
nesses employing 15 to 20 people. It was
meant to assist them against some of the
big industries which have economies of
scale working for them.

This has been eroded even further by
inflation. The figure of 44 employees,
which I mentioned when I spoke to the
Bill, would today be lower than four em-
ployees. This is the number which would
be employed on a pay roll of $20,800-
the base exemption figure from pay-roll
tax. This base exemption figure applies to
all industries, big and small, regardless
of whether they are situated in Wyndham,
Esperance or Subiaco.

For these reasons, I go along with the
amendment of the member for Narrogin.
I must do so against my will in view of the
stubborn attitude adopted by the Treasurer
to the total problem and because hie has
not offered any alternative solution where-
by we could at least demonstrate that we
are trying to relieve some of the burden
which falls on industry located in the
rural areas.

Amendment put and negatived.

Sir CHARLES COURT: I assume that
we now revert to the original request by
the Legislative Council.

The CHAIRMAN: That Is right.
Sir CHARLES COURT: I wish to press

this for the reasons I have given. These
are that the Treasurer has given us no
alternative. He has given us no hope. He
has not suggested that he will bring down
a Bill which will authorise him to rebate
the tax administratively. If the Treasurer
were to say this, we would have some
hope. We would be achieving our ob-
jective in another way.

The Premier could say to the other
State Premiers, "I have a piece of legis-
lation which will impose a charge of 44
per cent. I do not like it, but I will
charge the 44 per cent. regardless of
whether an industry is struggling in the
country, including the Kimberley, or is
located in the city. However, I now want
the right to give rebates."

if Ithe Treasurer would say this we
would withdraw our objection to his mo-
tion. instead, he has offered us nothing.

He flatly refused all our efforts to lilt the
base exemption figure of $20,800 to a
somewhat more realistic amount when the
measure was debated previously in this
Chamber. This base exemption figure
should, of necessity, be lifted In the light
of the Inflationary factor. A more rea,-
listic figure should be arrived at. How-
ever, we have been given no hope of this.

Under the circumstances, I intend to
oppose the Treasurer's motion. In other
words, I will be declaring our support for
the requested amendment.

Question put and a division taken with
the following result-

Ayes-20
Mr. Bertram Mr. Hartrey
Mr. Bickerton Mr. Jamieson
Mr. Brady Mr. Lapham
Mr. Brown Mr. Mclver
Mr. B. T. Burke Mr. Norton
Mr. T. J. Burke Mr. Sewell
Mr. Cook Mr. Taylor
Mr. H. Di. Evans Mr. A. R. Tonkin
Mr. T. D. Evans Mr. j. T. Tonkin
Mr. Pletcher Mr. Matter

(Teller)

Noes--20
Mr. Blaikie Mr. Nalder
Sir Charles Court Mr. O'Connor
MzC Coyne Mr- O'Neil
Dr. Dadour Mr. Ridge
Mr. Grayden Mr. Bunciman
Mr' Hutchinson Mr. Rushton
Mr. A. A. Lewis Mr. Stephens
Mr. W. A. Manning Mr. R. L. Young
Mr. Mcllharlln Mr. W. 0. Young
Mr. Mensaros Wr. 1i. W. Manning

(Teller)

FaIre
Ayes

Mr. Bryce
Mr. Jones
Mr. May
Mr. Harman
Mr. Davies

Noes
Mr. Sibson
Sir David Brand
Mr. E. H. M. Lewis
Mr. Gayfer
Mr. Thompson

The CHAIRMAN: The voting being
equal, I give my casting vote with the
Ayes.

Question thus passed; the Council's re-
quested amendment not made.

Report, etc.
Resolution reported and the report ad-

opted.
A committee consisting of Sir Charles

Court (Leader of the Opposition), Mr.
Taylor (Minister for Development and
Decentralisation), and Mr. J. T. Tonkin
(Treasurer) drew up reasons for declining
to make the Council's requested amend-
ment.

Reasons adopted and a message accord-
ingly returned to the Council.
Sitting suspended fromn 12.47 to 2.1S p.ms.

PERTH MEDICAL CENTRE ACT
AMENDMENT BILL

Second Reading

Debate resumed from the 24th October.

4406



[Thursday, 25 October. 1973] 40

SIR CHLARLES COURT (Nedlands-
Leader of the Opposition) [2.16 pma.]: I
desire to make a brief contribution to this
debate for two reasons. Firstly, I was
the farnner local member and I hope soon
to be the local member for this particular
area once again. Secondly, I desire to
comment as Leader of the opposition. I
hope that the Minister, in the course of his
reply to the speech made by the member
for Subiaco, can give some assurances
which will be acceptable to the local corn-
munity. This happens to be the area in
which I spent most of my life-in fact,
about the whole of my life-until I mar-
ried.

Mr. Davies: That is why it is getting
special attention.

Sir CHARLES COURT: I was actually
brought up in one of the streets concerned.
In fact, my mother still lives there.
Therefore I have some Practical knowledge
of the problems confronting the local resi-
dents since the development took place.

The people residing there will be much
happier if we can make it obligatory for
the whole of the complex to be subject
to town planning provisions-and I am
Including the Repatriation General Hos-
pital and the Sir Charles Gairdner Hos-
ital amongst other activities in the com-
plex. Then at least the local authority
and others will have an opportunity to
express their point of view and to try at
least to negotiate to influence any develop-
ment which will affect the community.

It is quite remarkable how the area
has changed. In my boyhood days this
area was completely undeveloped, and the
university endowment land extended right
down to Verdun Street and Kings Park.
In fact, a dairy was operated by a Man
named Allman on the site of the present
sump within the total medical complex.
It is hard to believe that cattle grazed
from there to the cemetery, and sometimes
in the cemetery.

The area was developed for housing, and
in more recent times we have seen the
establishment of the whole medical com-
plex. It was a very quiet part and there
was no need for a great deal of traffic. The
odd motorcars owned by local citizens did
not cause any traffic problems. In fact, In
the early days it was a fairly poor com-
munity and very few of the residents owned
cars. Cars became more and more popular,
but even this traffic was of no moment in
places such as Kingston Street, Campsle
Street, Croydon Street, Burwood Street,
and so an.

Anyone visiting this area today would get
the shock of his life at the transformation
of the roads when there is a change of
shift in the hospital complex. I could not
believe this until one day I was at my
mother's place and I witnessed the impact
of a change of shift. It reminded me of
St. George's Terrace In peak hours. The

heavy traffic clears in about half an hour,
but this clearly demonstrates the Way the
traffic is building up, and yet It is just a
shadow of what is yet to come.

it is very important that the hospital
authorities, as well as the local authority
and other Government authorities involved,
commence now to plan the complex and
neighbourhood so that this area does not
became intolerable to live in. Most of the
time the traffic is heavy but not objection-
able. However, as I have said, with a
change of shift at the hospital complex the
traffic build-up is unbelievable, and all
these streets take their share of traffic.
The authorities have attempted to keep
down the traffic build-up in a number of
ways, including proposals for one-way
streets and cul-de-sacs. However, these
changes are resented by the people who
have lived unmolested in a fairly quiet area.
They know in their hearts that some
changes must take place, but they want
the changes to be negotiated ones.

I hope the Minister can give us some ray
of hope because to a high degree the resi-
dents of the area are feeling apprehensive
about the fate of the total area between
Verdun Street and Aberdare Road. With
the development of the hospital complex,
this may become almost a dormitory area
for staff. We may see a completely differ-
ent style of house being built, and certainly
the use of the land will change. However,
these changes should occur In the least
Painful manner Possible for the residents.
The main point Is to ensure that the
people are consulted- The local authority
has a role to play, and the City of Ned-
lands is showing no lack of desire to par-
ticipate because this area Is within its
boundaries.

Even if town planning is not a statutory
requirement, I hope the Minister can sug-
gest some way to ensure local consultation
at a high level. Perhaps if the people in
the area are kept well informed of any
new proposals, a better result will be
achieved.

Could I give Just one example. I go down
to this area often because my mother lives
there; and naturally, even though it is in
the electorate of the member for Sublaco
and has been for years, the people there
still think I am the local member. I think
that is mainly because many of them think
I have never grown up since I left school
there. Perhaps they are right.

Mr. Hartrey: They could be right.
Sir CHARLES COURT: Yes, that Is what

I said. However ft is a pleasing association
and I welcome It because one always has
an attachment to these areas. The people
there hear the most extraordinary rumours.
Sometimes one hears that every house is
going to be bulldozed from there right
through to the cemetery. Somebody starts
a rumour in the local hotel, and by the time
it has gone the full circle and has been
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added to, it gets to the point where the
bulldozer is almost being revved up at the
end of the road and whole streets are going
to be demolished. If somebody can talk to
these People and explain what Is going on
not only In respect of the area between
Verdun Street and Aberdare Road, but In
respect of the area right through to Onslow
Road, I think most of the problems would
be resolved. These people are sensible
enough to realise that we must make pro-
gress, and as long as It is carried out on
a sensible basis most people can accom-
modate themselves to it.

The worst thing that can happen is what
has happened itt Kingston Street where
Panic moves were instituted to acquire pro-
perties, and people were told they had to
get out immediately. But then they saw
the properties falling into disrepair and
not being used for the purpose for which
they were told they would be used; and
even if there Is good reason for this they
still get upset about it.

The second point to which I would like
to refer is concerned more generally with
the total scheme. This is a magnificent
site; I cannot Imagine a better one. There
is a park on one side of Thomas Street and
on the other there was a, large area of
open space, which comprised some of the
endowment lands of the university.
The repatriation hospital is adjacent, and
there was a large area of timbered country
which Is now the site of the Sir Charles
Oairdner Hospital; and there was another
area adjacent which was the old Allman's
dairy. The location of the site in relation
to Fremantle, Perth, Midland Junction-
and all areas north and south of Perth-
and all other features of metropolitan de-
velopment is absolutely ideal.

I think most people-both lay people and
medical practitioners-had tremendous
hopes of this centre becoming one of the
great medical centres of tbe world because
It has the space, the location, and the
environment. It seemed as though every-
thing was in its favour. Added to that, we
have the fact that the people of Western
Australia showed tremendous understand-
ing of the Importance of the higher fields
of medical research.

Mr. Brady: Didn't the Western Australian
people find a lot of money for its estab-
lishment?

Sir CHARLES COURT: That is right;
they contributed generously towards the
Medical School-and do not forget that the
Medical School is In other places as well
as this. However, the people of Western
Australia had the inspiration and they sub-
scribed to the school on a basis which was
absolutely unbelievable. For that reason a
residue of this goodwill still remains In
respect of the development of medical faci-
lities; and there is also the fact that we
are all directly concerned with this matter
in one way or another because If we enjoy

good health we know others who do not.
and our turn will come in due course. So
there Is a great deal of goodwill.

I believe that all those concerned with
this project-and I questioned this during
the life of the previous Government-be
they architects, medical people, or those
responsible for the allocation of land, have
been very prodigal with a site that was so
readily available. To put it another way,
if we had to acquire a developed area for
this centre and were forced to pay huge
sums of money to obtain the land, I think
we would have been wore discerning and
cautious about the way we- used the land;
but because the land, or most of it, was
available on a fairly cheap basis there has
been a tendency to be prodigal with it.

As a layman I cannot for the life of me
see how the present spread of buildings
will be economic In the final analysis un-
less there is a very deliberate programme
to enlarge the buildings already existing
and to connect them. If one is sent, as
I was the other day, from one department
to another with a sick person one just
has to get into one's car to travel around.
A member mentioned yesterday that he
saw a doctor riding around on a bicycle
at the centre. That does not surprise me
at all. He would be a smart fellow because
he Is getting some exercise and at the
same time he is saving time and effort
when compared with walking.

There may be good reason for this
sprawl. However, when I look at the car
parks-I am referring to the one on the
western side of Thomas Street as one
drives towards the university, and the
other one on the Mon ash Avenue side of
the hospital-I amn simply amazed at the
acres and acres that are involved. Pos-
sibly it is proposed one day to build a
multi-storied car park and to release more
land for medical buildings; I do not know.
But somewhere along the line I believe
there must be a good hard look at this
site because we are not talking about
somebody building a two-storied ward or
some other specialised building; we are
talking about something which I hope-as
a complex-will still be there and
famous in 1OO years' time. Therefore
the quality of the development and plan-
ning Is paramount at the moment.

It may be that the Minister can tell us
something of the ambitions of those con-
cerned with the centre, but at -the mo-
ment, as a person from the outside look-
ing In, I have the distinct impression that
there is a lack of co-ordination and co-
operation between the various components
within the centre, which should be cor-
rected immediately. From the explana-
tions given and the studies we have done
so far-and in this regard I have kept
closely in touch with the member for
Sublaco-It would appear that the trustees
are something like real estate developers.
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Under their Present charter they are not
in any way either responsible for or able
to tie together the loose ends of the total
complex, and there are something like five
different cells within the area. Surely
at some Point in time someone must step
in and be responsible to see that planning
is carried out and that we do not get
little empires built up which create jeal-
ousies within the total project and avoid
the final objective.

As far as I am concerned, if there is a
change of Government next year one of
the first things I would do would be to
get some detached and competent per-
sons to make a close examination of
the total complex, including the repatria-
tion hospital. Because the land was
so readily available and there was
so much of It, those concerned have
been Prodigal in its use, so much so that
some of the ambitions that were origin-
ally held for this complex have been lost
sight of and, in fact, will never be achieved
unless the matter is taken in hand now.

The member for Subiaco was at pains to
point out that he was not critical of the
Minister, and I concur in that. This is
not something new. I believe the cells
which are starting to grow within them-
selves will have to be looked at by some-
one at the top level to make sure there
is no extravagant use of the land-bearing
In mind that the complex will need to be
there in 100 and even 200 years' time,
getting ever more efficient and sophisti-
cated as time goes on. Therefore the use
of the land today will deternine, to a
large extent, whether it will be economic-
ally used to the best advantage for the
generations that lie ahead.

With those qualifications I support the
Bill.

MR. DAVIES (Victoria Park-Minister
for Health) [2.32 P.m.]: I thank the two
members Opposite who have made contri-
butions to the debate on the Hill. They
seem to have had very close contact with
the Perth Medical Centre and Sir Charles
Gairdner Hospital, and have approached
some of the Problems in a very realistic
manner.

The only way to amend the Act ef-
fectively is by enabling persons, other
than those who are members of the trust,
to be appointed to subcommittees, in order
to achieve what we would like to achieve.
These would be People closely Identified
with the running of the various organisa-
tions.

Briefly, what the two members opposite
have said is that because of the develop-
ment in the area and the progress that is
being made, some people have been incon-
venienced. They realise there must be
some inconvenience, but they think this
should be minimal. Of course it has been
our desire to keep any worry associated

with the local residents down to an ab-
solute minimum, so that we may develop
the area as proposed and in accordance
with our aspirations.

The total complex Is still emerging, and
the new development-which only came
into being last year and was highlighted
this year-has been the availability of beds
in the repatriation hospital at Hollywood.
For many years there was a reluctance on
the part of the Australian Governent to
make any beds available, but after having
made a breakthrough last year we were
able to make a further breakthrough this
year. If the bed space can be merged, a
special committee will rationalise the beds
that are available at the repatriation hos-
pital with those that are available at Sir
Charles Oairdner Hospital.

The concern of the local residents is
acknowledged, I have endeavoured as far
as possible to meet all their requirements.
I can understand how rumours spread,
particularly in respect of the purchase by
the hospital of some houses east of Kings-
ton Street for purposes which were not
generally within the residential qualifica-
tions. However, as the member for
Subiaco has outlined, last January we
were able to come to some agreement in
respect of those houses, and there has
been no change in their use since then.
There will be no change in use, and as far
as possible there will be a redevelopment
of the area to Provide accommodation only,
and nothing else.

The story about the creche mentioned
by the member for Subiaco was correct
some months ago. It was thought that the
establishment of a creche there, might
be possible by using one of the houses.
Subsequently this was found to be im-
practicable; the Idea has been abandoned,
and a creche has been designed as part of
the diagnostic centre.

As regards the concern of the local
residents on the use of the houses pur-
chased by the hospital, there will be no
change In their present usage. There are
Possibly two houses which the hospital
might Purchase as residences, but for no
other reason.

Some People regard the hospital as a
big bogeyman, and that is what some of
the local residents are understandably
doing. However, we should also realise
there are some local residents who would
like the hospital or the trust to take over
their houses, because they want to shift
from the area.

So, we have to protect the rights of
those People as well as the right of the
hospital to buy houses If they are re-
quired. The understanding is the use of
the houses so Purchased shall be for resi-
dential purposes only; and that any altera-
tions to the buildings-whether they be
outside the existing boundaries, or even
within the existing boundaries--must be
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in accordance with town planning require-
ments, and with the provisions that apply
to all the People. What I have just Pointed
out applies not only to the Medical De-
partment and the hospitals department,
but to all Government departments.

The member for Subiaco mentioned that
12 months from last March the Govern-
ment did arrive at a Cabinet decision in
respect of this matter, and that decision
has applied ever since. As far as I am
concerned there is no fear that there will
be any building outside of the require-
ments of town planning, and this under-
taking has been given to the Nedlands
City Council. I regret that Instead of
coming to me, some local residents thought
It necessary to circulate a copy of a peti-
tion dealing with the future of the area.

On the day that I received a copy of
the petition, I received in deputation
two of the residents of that area. Sub-
sequent to that, on the 18th October, I
was able to give an undertaking In writ-
ing. This Is set out in a letter of that
date-

The undertaking given In my letter
to Nedlands City Council, dated 7th
January. 1972, and conveyed to you
by that body under date 10th Feb-
ruary, 1972, still stands.

In the letter I also said-
In regard to the first question, you

are no doubt aware that the State
Government has decided that its de-
partments must comply with approved
local authority town planning schemes
as reported in The West Australian
on 6th March. 1972. This applies to
the Medical Department on whose be-
half I give this assurance.

The other matters which have been of
general concern relate to the future con-
trol and the planning of the area.

Let me point out that since the trust
Bill was introduced, and indeed before
that, a joint planning committee of the
Perth Medical Centre on which the Uni-
versity of Western Australia, Sir Charles
Gairdner Hospital, and the Medical De-
partment are represented was set up. Each
of those bodies has four representatives.
The Public Works Department is rep-
resented by the project architect (Mr.
FaJtrbrother) and the principal architect
(Mr. Cairn). The Institute of Radiother-
apy is also represented on that committee;
and the project administrator of the Perth
Medical Centre is a member.

The SPEAKER: There is too much con-
versation In the Chamber.

Mr. DAVIES: These people who really
should be on a subcommittee of the trust
have been concerned with the overall de-
velopment of the area. They have brought
together all the People who have build-
ings on the site at the present time. This
has proved to be a very good committee,
and the day-to-day working has been

supervised by the project administrator
who is undoubtedly one of the best officers
in the department in that kind of work.
They have been able to bring together
all the strings and the representatives of
the various people who occupy the site.

Neither the trust nor the Bill would
have been necessary, had it been possible
in the first instance to vest the site in
the University of Western Australia, in the
hospital, or in some other authority, Of
course, in this case It needed to be same
other authority. The trust, the univer-
sity, and one independent person have
representation on the trust, and this is the
organisation which controls the site. They
control not only the site, but the place-
ment of buildings thereon. They are not
responsible for the running of the build-
ings and they cannot interfere with the
Institute of Radiotherapy, the laboratory,
or the Medical School, etc.

Those people run the site and from my
speech the member for Subiaco quoted the
functions of the trust. The words were,
indeed, taken from the Act--of which he
is aware-and are as follows--

The functions of the Trust are to
undertake the development, control
and management of the reserve...

That is where the functions start and
finish. As I said in 1966, if it had been
Possible to give the site to one authority
or the other, the trust would not have
been necessary.

This is the final responsibility of the
authority. It has to oversee the siting
of buildings, and ensure that the whole of
the site is used to the best advantage.
However, its work has been limited be-
cause any subcommittee can consist only
of members of the trust. It will be real-
ised that At is not possible to get all the
necessary expertise or all the people re-
quired to work out various problems from
among the Persons on the trust.

Sir Charles Court: The Minister refer-
red to a subcommittee; is that an ad hoc
committee?

Mr. DAVIES: No, a subcommittee
appointed by the trust. Once the trust is
able to appoint persons other than those
who are members of the trust-and this
provision is contained in one of the three
amendments in the Bill-

Sir Charles Court: The committee has
been operating up to date on an ad hoc
basis?

Mr. DAVIES: There is a Joint plan-
nling committee. I suppose that If it were
challenged it could be found to have no
authority. The members of the committee
meet regularly, and It has been effective.
It is a high-powered committee, but the
fact remains that it was the result of a
ministerial appointment whence, no doubt,
it gets its authority. I have not gone
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back into the history of the joint planning
committee which has been operating since
the site was selected.

There is not the slightest doubt that
we must be careful regarding the use of
the land. As members will probably be
aware the school was designed on the
"spread-out" basis. For the most Part it
consists of only one or two-storied build-
ings connected by tunnels. Apparently
this is a fairly common way of estab-
lishing a school as an alternative to multi-
storied type buildings such as at Flinders
University in South Australia. There
Is some argument as to which method Is
the better, but the previous Government
elected to evolve the present plan and
I believe It has Just as much merit as the
Flinders type of development. One can-
not change horses in midstream.

A considerable sum of money has been
spent on the foundations and underground,
and the extent of the work is not appar-
ent. if members are interested I would be
happy to arrange for a visit to the Medical
Centre so that they can see for them-
selves what is Proposed on the site, and
how the buildings are to be laid out. I am
sure that most members would be just
as excited as I was when I first visited
the site. I know that the member for
Sublaco was pleasantly surprised. I think
a visit to the site is a highly desirable
exercise and I will attend to It. Members
will be able to see for themselves that
proper use has been made of the land
which is available.

Due to the fact that beds have been
made available In the Repatriation Gen-
eral Hospital there is some need for re-
thinking concerning the Hollywood site
and the Medical Centre site, and their
amalgamation. We have a committee
working on this amalgamation already. I
believe it consists of two members from
the repatriation hospital, two from the
Sir Charles Gairdner Hospital, and one
from the Medical Department. That com-
midttee is currently looking into the integ-
ration of the whole system.

The control of the total development,
when completed, is of real concern. I do
not believe it is too early to start look-
Ing at this question. It would be wrong
to change the existing set-up of the Sir
Charies Gairdner Hospital Board on the
one hand, and the joint planning com-
mittee on the other hand, and the trust
looking after the site. Once the actual
scheme is integrated and completed It may
be necessary-I believe It will be necessary
-to control the complex because the
trust will not need to meet as often as
it does now, and many other problems
will arise which are not apparent at the
present time. There will be a need for a
closer integration of the controlling auth-
orities.

I do not suggest there is no Integra-
tion. It Is available through the joint
planning committee. There is university

representation on the board of the Sir
Charles Gairdner Hospital, and there is
university and Medical Department rep-
resentation on the Perth Medical Centre
Trust. So at the present time the whole
thing is very well interlocked but I agree
with the member for Subiaco that It is
not too early to look at the future man-
agement of the whole scheme once It Is
completed.

Unfortunately I cannot give any assur-
ance to the residents in the area regarding
the flow of traffic. There has been com-
munication between the responsible CGov-
ermnent authorities and. I believe, the
Nedlands City Council and the Subiaco
City Council. The traffic flow Patterns are
being watched to see what needs to be
done. As the member for Sublaco has
said, the position is that the necessary
work is not being carried out quickly
enough.

Once the scheme is completed there will
be a change In emphasis as far as traffic
is concerned. For Instance, I have noticed
that many of the tradesmen who are
working on the building park their vehicles
in various places away from the car parks.
It is possible that those vehicles are caus-
ing some congestion when emerging from
the construction site. The Parking areas
have been Planned so that they will have
access to the main roads once the build-
ings are completed. I believe that rather
than try to explain the position it would
be better if members were to look at the
model and the Plan which are available.

Without the slightest doubt this will be
the best medical centre in the Southern
Hemisphere, and I anm conscious of what
is being done at the Flinders Medical
Centre in South Australia. I am quite
certain that everything associated with
the Perth Medical Centre will ensure that
it is. undoubtedly, the best in the
Southern Hemisphere. Every Govern-
ment has a responsibility to see that it
gets full value from the centre and from
the services it will provide. For that rea-
son we must make sure that the manage-
ment fits into the development and pur-
pose of the centre.

I mentioned that I have given an under-
taking to residents from Kingston Street.
At the same time that I wrote to the
person who was spokesman and repre-
sentative of the People in that area I also
wrote to Mr. Heath, the Project adminis-
trator and explained the position to him. I
also wrote to the Administrator of the Sir
Charles Gairdner Hospital (Mr. Thomp-
son).- I told both of these people that.
I expected them to liaise fully with Mr.
Sedgley. I received an acknowledgment
from Mr. Thompson that the matter would
be attended to, and I have also been ad-
vised by Mr. Heath that he has asked Mr.
Sedgley and Mr. Meager to confer with
him on Monday next, I believe. The
whole scheme will be explained to them
and a direct and Permanent line of liaison



4412 (ASSEMBLY.]

will be established as long as Messrs.
Sedgley and Meager are available. This
Is encouraging.

I am sorry that on a previous occasion
it did not get as far as Mr. Heath. This
is possibly where at least half if not more
of the liaison should have come from.
He regrets he was not so aware of the
situation as he could have been. How-
ever, those matters have been remedied. I
have written to Mr. Heath and Mr.
Thompson. I understand both Mr. Sedgley
and Mr, Meager are happy with the ar-
ranigements which have been made and
have accepted the undertaking I have
given them.

I might say a few words in regard to
the amendment. At first I thought It did
not matter very much whether or not it
was incorporated in the Bill, but of course
it does not accomplish what we would like
it to accomplish. There are two con-
trollers of the site and they come together
on the site, but the Sir Charles Gaird-
ner Hospital has control of part of the
site and the university has control of the
other part of it. If we reached an under-
standing that the trust must do things in
accordance with the Town Planning and
Development Act, despite the assurances I
have given, that would not mean the Sir
Charles Galrdner Hospital had to do like-
wise. It can get together with the trust
and say, "it is not written into our Act
and we cannot do it, but you can do it."

The member for Subiaco and the
Leader of the Opposition have indicated
their concern and what their position
would be if they were in Government. I
have indicated clearly what my Govern-
ment's position is, and because of that I
do not believe there is any need for the
amendment.

We shall try to eliminate any cause for
concern. We have no aspirations to expand
in the areas which are currently resi-
dential areas. We can see no reason for it
and we would have less reason for it if
the Repatriation General Hospital site
were made available to us. I do not know
what the future of that will be. We have
a planning committee looking after one
aspect and we have a committee looking
after the amalgamation of the Hollywood
hospital and the Sir Charles Galrdner
Hospital if necessary. We can appoint
subcommittees if Parliament agrees to
this Sill, and I believe it will cover the
situation. It is not too early to be thinking
of future management. If the member for
Sujbiaco would like to give me a family
tree, I will see how we can start planning
ahead for management when the site is
completed.

I thank members for their support of
the Bill and hope I have been able to give
them the assurances required. I commend
the Bill to the House.

Question put and passed.
Bill1 read a second time.

In Committee
The Chairman of Committees (Mr.

Bateman) in the Chair: Mr. Davies
(Minister for Health) in charge of the
Bill.

Clause 1 put and passed.
Clause 2:. Amendment to section 12-
Dr, DADOUR: I want a few more

reassurances from the Minister in order
to keep the co-operation at the level at
which it has existed so far. At the moment,
the main Point of contention is the traffic.
I do not believe the traffic situation will
Improve; I believe it will get worse be-
cause, as more and more buildings are
completed, there will be more and more
staff.

I would appreciate it if the Minister
would give us an undertaking that he will
examine the traffic situation in. regard to
the subways along Railway Road-the one
at Hay Street, and the one at Nicholson
Road-in an endeavour to push forward
the works programme for the widening of
the subways to allow right-hand turns to
be made into Railway Road and to direct
traffic along the main roads rather than
have It filter through the quiet residential
area. On the occasions when the member
for Floreat and 1, singly and together,
have made representations about this
matter, we have always been given the
same old answer; that is, the future of the
railways was unknown and that no money
was available.

I1 believe money must be made available
for this work as soon as possible because
the one factor affecting the residential
area is the increasing volume of traffic.
There is not only a change of shift three
times a day but there are also people
beginning work at 9.00 a.m. and finishing
at 5.00 p.m.; so at least five times a day
there is a great surge of traffic, with the
ensuing noise, dust, and everything else.
I ask the Minister whether he will give
us an assurance that he will examine this
matter with his ministerial colleague as
soon as possible. If these subways were
widened to permit right-hand turns to be
made into the main artery, I believe the
traffic problem would be more than half
solved.

Mr. DAVIES: I am quite happy to do
that. If the member for Subiaco, the mem-
ber for Floreat, and I were to get together,
we might be able to induce the Minister
for Works to press forward with this work.
I will certainly give the undertaking that
I will confer with him. As a matter of
fact, I had already made a note to write
to the department to check on the work
that had been done on the traffic flow in
the area. As far as the Town Planning
Department is concerned, I will certainly
see what it can recommend.

Finally, 1 will ask the Hollywood centre
tu consider the construction of a new road
to the east of Kingston Street which will
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cater for the whole of the traffic flow In
the area. In view of the assurances I have
given in regard to traffic matters, I hope
the Committee will support the clause.

Sir CHARLES COURT: It will save
time if we discuss this problem now in-
stead of dealing with it on the next clause.
The member for Subiaco has dealt with
the matter which is really the root cause
of the whole traffic problem. I believe
that if the Minister and his colleagues
really want to remove the irritation to and
the uneasiness among the people, a time
must come when the Planners will have to
give a much more frank statement than
they have been prepared to give in the past
about what they hope to achieve over the
next 10 or 15 years.

Everyone who thinks about this pro-
Posed great medical complex will be aware
that not only will many People be em-
ployed in it but also many others will
visit it, and of necessity traffic must be a
big problem.

When I first found that this huge com-
plex was to be developed in my electorate
I thought, "Well, this is one industry
which will not cause trouble." However,
there has been a great deal of trouble. I
believe the repatriation hospital had the
dirtiest incinerator ever invented. The
hospital spent tens of thousands of dollars
to cure the problem, but it is not com-
pletely fixed yet. It would have been
better to start with a new incinerator.

Of course, we have a mighty power
station on the western side of Thomas
Street, and I almost feel that I now repre-
sent a major industrial area! However.
this is part of the price we pay to estab-
lish an institution of this kind.

Surely someone in the planning organ-
isation can produce a plan to show us
what the area will look like basically in
20 years' time. At the present time snip-
pets of information from uninformed
sources sneak out. It would be far better
to grasp the nettle firmly. I am sure the
member for Subiaco would join with mec
in co-operating with the Minister to let the
people know what will happen, and how
it is proposed to cope with the problems.
It is better to do this than to allow the
rumours to develop. Rumours are rarely,
if ever, true, but they often have some
basis of fact to start them off and then
the public puts their own interpretation on
the rumours. Some of the rumours de-
velop out of sheer fear.

We must accept that this will be a
great complex with many vehicles travel-
ling to and from It. On the eastern side
we have a major artery, and this seems to
be well planned so that traffic in this area
has no adverse impact on the local resi-
dential people.

However, in the area around Verdun
Street, Kingston Street, Croydon Street,
Burwood Street, and Campsle Street, we
have some very old houses. In the area

north of Aberdare Road, there Is a
maze of narrow streets with very narrow
home blocks-some with frontages of only
18 feet. These places do not have garages
because there is literally no room for them.
Most home owners today have a car, and
some of them own caravans and boats
which are kept on boat trailers. If anyone
wishes a hazardous experience, he should
drive down Yilgarn Road, Commercial
Road, or Murchison Road, about 12 mid-
night. All the cars are parked on the
verges and there is a collection of cara-
vans and boats on trailers. Into this al-
ready crowded area will pour a tremend-
ous flow of traffic. The railway subways at
the Subiaco and the Shenton Park ends,
if enlarged, will give some relief to this
congestion, but we must look at the total
concept in order to provide a solution to
the traffic problem.

We must inform the people that within
a certain period the road system will be
completely redeveloped, and they can be
forewarned. The matter will not be re-
solved until the people know the best or
the worst to come-and I do not think it
will be the worst. We must show them
the inevitable result of the establishment
of an institution we will all eventually be
proud of. I believe this will become a
more high-class residential area than it
is at the moment. Within a generation we
will probably see an entirely new type of
resident as the professional and academic
people move in.

Mr. Davies: Yes, I was sorry to see some
of the old sites being redeveloped without
any joining up of the blocks.

Sir CHARLES COURT: This is a prob-
lem. Some of these weatherboard homes
are over 50 years old. Many of the resi-
dents keep them in extraordinarily good
condition having regard for the age of the
houses. However, the time comes when
they can no longer be maintained. In one
or two cases old weatherboard houses have
been pulled down and quite good brick
houses have been erected on the narrow
blocks.

Mr. Davies: Some of these houses are
quite nice.

Sir CHARLES COURT: I know the size
of the blocks because in my youth I de-
livered newspapers In the area. I had to
ride my bike slowly to get a newspaper
into every house.

Mr. Davies: They take a lot of pamph-
lets there, too, don't they?

Sir CHARLES COURT: That was at an-
other stage of my life. If we do something
now about planning, we shall ease a lot
of the irritation being felt by the resi-
dents. The member for Subiaco and I re-
ceive complaints about this at frequent in-
tervals.

Mr. DAVIES: I can see we must under-
take some Public relations work. I thought
the Public at large had a fair idea of
what was going on. However, it seems that
a small pamphlet or brochure could be
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made available and we could encourage
further liaison between the planning
committee and the public. I will be happy
to do this, and I will be happy also to take
up the question of the traffic flow, al-
though it is not within my immediate Jur-
isdiction. I hope I can put some pressure
on the Minister for Works in regard to
the points raised. We must treat it as a
total scheme to fit into the community as
a whole. Perhaps we can eliminate some
of the difficulties before they arise.

I will do three things: I will see whether
it is possible to Prepare a brochure for the
members to Supply to their electorates; I
will arrange for a visit to the area by
any interested members of Parliament;
I will take up the question of the traffic
flow with the Minister for Works and also
I will find out what is happening In re-
gard to town planning development. I
take the suggestion to improve public re-
lations very seriously, and I will see tnat
we do just that.

Dr. DADOUR: There is one other point
I would like to raise, and I would like to
refer to the document from wich I read
last evening in relation to the Perth Med-
ical Centre Act, 1966; that is, the report
for the year ending the 31st July, 1906. At
that time the trust was extremely worried,
and I would like to read the following-

The Trust Authority by the Stat-
ute named the Perth Medical Centre
Trust has not, in terms, been given
any power or authority with respect
to the medical centre as distinct from
reserve-

The Minister prefers to wait until all the
buildings are completed before he gives
control to one or other body.

I believe this matter has probably been
delayed long enough without some con-
trol being exercised. I know it Is a diffi-
cult decision to make. It is difficult to
know whether to give control to the trust
itself, the university, or the Sir Charles
Gairdner Hospital. I am inclined to think
that because the hospital Is the largest
tenant of the area probably there should
be an extension of the hospital board. I
believe that action should be taken now,
because the building is progressing and
the diagnostic centre will just about com-
plete all our plans for the next five Years,
anyhow.

This has been a point at issue for some
time. I do not believe the university wants
to accept the responsibility for a moment
and I do not think the trust should have it.
As I have said, 1 think the problem could
be better solved by an extension of the
hospital board, because it will be respon-
sible for the greatest number of People
working on the site, and the centre should
be attached to the hospital in some way
or another.

I ask the Minister to give serious thought
to bringing this about in the near future,
because people on the site are very con-

cemed. The five tenants on the block
have worked with the trust extremely well
and it is amazing the progress that has
been made without planning so far. I have
seen the plans and I support the Minister's
view that what is envisaged will be ex-
tremely Pleasant when It is completed. It
does give the appearance of a "sprawl" at
the moment. A central tunnel will run
from the Medical School site at one end
to the psychiatric block at the other. When
It is completed I am sure it will be a show-
piece. To ensure that the standards of
control are maintained, I ask the Minister
to look at this problem as soon as possible,
because it is causing many people a great
deal of concern.

Mr. DAVIES: I have Indicated that
there are many difficulties associated with
this problem. I am inclined to think that
the trust Is the authority that should carry
out all the management, but if the mem-
ber for Subiaco will sketch out the family
tree with a view to outlining what he be-
lieves should be done I will have a look at
it.

Clause put and passed.
Clause 3 put and passed.
Clause 4: Amendment to the Schedule

to the Act-
Dr. DADOIJR: Yesterday evening, by

way of interjection, the Minister said that
the Sir Charles Oairdner Hospital owned
the land on which it is built. The hospital
owns the land in the residential area. I
have made a check of the maps once again
and all the land on which the Perth Medi-
cal Centre is situated-that is, within the
confines of the site-is vested in the Perth
Medical Centre. As I have said, I have
checked the maps and I do not know how
Sir Charles Gairdner Hospital was built
on the land because the hospital was in
existence long before the land was vested
in the trust. The land that is owned by
the hospital is in Kingston Street, and
probably it owns some other houses on
some other location.

Clause put and passed.
New clause 4-
Dr. DADOUR: I move-

Page 2-Insert after clause 3 the
following new clause to stand as clause
4-

5.1iS 4. Section 19 of the Prin-
amelded.cipal Act is amended by adding

after subsection (2) subsec-
tions as follows-

(3) Notwithstanding the
provisions of-

(a) section 4 and
paragraphs (a)
and (b) of sub-
section (2) of sec-
tion 13A of this
Act; and

(b) any other Act or
law
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the use of any land re-
served Pursuant to the
Provisions of subsection
(1) of section 6 and sub-
section (1) of section 13A
of this Act shall at all
times be in conformity
with the Provisions of any
town Planning scheme
that has effect under sec-
tion 7 of the Town Plan-
ning and Development
Act, 1928 in the district in
which the land so reserved
is situated.

(4) For the Purposes of
subsection (3) of this sec-
tion "district" has the
same meaning as that
assigned to it by section
2 of the Town Planning
and Development Act,
1928.

1 am obliged to move this new clause
so that I may get my message across to
the Minister, We wish to have inserted
In the Perth Medical Centre Act a pro-
vision to say that any ]and that is pro-
cured and vested In it shall be in accord-
ance with the provisions of the Town
Planning and Development Act. If this
were done the local people would feel
that much safer.

Further, although an article appeared in
The West Australian in March, 1972, stat-
ing that all Government departments
would abide by the provisions of the Town
Planning and Development Act when
houses were resumed by such depart-
ments, and despite the fact that the Min-
ister has given an assurance on many
occasions that this will be the case, the
residents of the area have asked that this
new clause be incorporated in the Act as
a further safeguard. There is also the faet
that the houses In question will be used
for residential purposes only. They cannot
be used for any other purpose because the
Perth Medical Centre has so many houses
now within its complex. If we gave this
right to the Perth medical Centre I can-
not see why the Sir Charles Galrdner
Hospital could not be granted the same
Privilege if It so desired.

In fact, the new clause should be in-
serted In the Town Planning and Devel-
opment Act. Therefore, if I receive an
assurance from the Minister that he will,'at some future date, take steps to in-
corporate this new clause in the Town
Planning and Development Act I will
be quite happy to withdraw my amend-
ment.

Mr. DAVIES: This Is a very difficult
matter. It Is hard to try to write Into an
Act a Provision to ensure that the Gov-
ernment shall do all these things. I have
been looking at the Town Planning and
Development Act and the Metropolitan
Region Town Planning Scheme Act
recently and some amendments will pos-

sibly be made to them. I will add this to
them to see whether we can make the
Government's position clear. However, In
this way we would tie down future Gov-
ernments. It must also be remembered
that the Government controls the Town
Planning Department anyhow and could
probably get its way somehow. Neverthe-
less. I will undertake to study the matter.

Dr. DAD OUR: Could I withdraw my
new clause, Mr. Chairman?

The CHAIRMAN: A simpler way to
achieve Your objective would be to allow
the new clause to be lost on the voices.

Dr. DAflOUR: All right.
New clause put and negatived.
Title Put and Passed.

Report
Bill reported, without amendment, and

the report adopted.

Third Reading
Bil read a third time, on motion by

Mr. Davies (Minister for Health), and
transmitted to the Council.

JOINT PRINTING COMMIITTEE
Membership: Council's Message

Message from the Council received and
read notifying that The Hon. L. A. Logan
had been elected as a member of the
Printing Committee for the remainder of
the Present session.

APPROPRIATION BILL
(CONSOLIDATE!, REVENUE FUND)

Second Reading

Debate resumed from the 18th October.

MR. R. L. YOUNG (Wembley) [3.23
p.m.]: At the outset I want to answer
some of the comments made by the mem-
ber for Merredin-Yllgarn who made the
last speech in the debate. Obviously his
speech was construed, after a Dumber of
interjections from this side of the House,
to be one which should be answered.

Mr. Taylor: Regrettably the Press did
not see the value in It and it was not
reported. I would not like to suggest the
same fate will apply to your speech; but
his good effort was limited to this House.

Mr. R. L. YOUNG: It was regrettable
from our point of view that the Press
did not take it up.

Sir Charles Court: The Press was merci-
ful to you.

Mr. R. L. YOUNG: I do not think the
member for Merredln-Yilgarn would have
minded if the Press had reported his
speech because he said at the time-

Mr. Brown: It has already been done.
Mr. R. L. YOUNG: That is good.
Mr. Brown: They have a very efficient

member.
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Mr. ft. L. YOUNG: I hope that some of
the answers I give to his comments and
same of the answers other members
give will be circulated also.

Mr. Brawn: Do you know very mutch
about grain producers and farming?

Mr. Rt. L. YOUNG: Let us put it this
way:, I Intend to talk about the subject
dealt with by the member far Merredin-
Yilgarn; that is, taxation. I do nat claim
to know anything much about rain pro-
duction.

Mr. Brawn: You would probably think
a hand piece was a model on the beach.

Mr. B. L. YOUNG: I am glad the mem-
ber for Merredin-Yilgarn is in the Cham-
ber, H-e Is obviously proud of his utter-
ances. However, until he Interjected just
now I imagined that by some mischance
he had drawn the short straw in that
someone had to defend the Federal Gov-
ernment and its actions concerning taxa-
tion, and he was the unlucky one. I could
not imagine anyone in such a capital-
orientated farming community making the
statements he made unless he had drawn
the short straw.

Mr. Brown: Come on; get on with it.
Mr. R. L. YOUNG: obviously the mem-

ber for Merredin-Yilgarn was happy to
make the statements.

Mr. Moiler: Hie was the one member in
the Chamber best qualified to speak on the
topic.

Mr. O'Nel: Don't you think much of
your front bench?

Mr. R. L. YOUNG: The honourable
member's speech virtually centred around
the fact that the farmers had not lost a
single advantage under the Federal Gov-
ernment's Budget with the exception of
the investment allowance which had been
removed.

Mr. Brown: I said that except for the
investment allowance their concessions
were not taken away. You are quite right.
That is what I said.

Mr, W. 0. Young: How wrong can you
be!I

Mr. R. L. YOUNG: We must study the
concessions previously available and
understand why they were given in the
first place. I do not know very much
about farming, but I do know something
about the establishment of farms and the
costs involved: about the struggles people
have In establishing farms; and about the
amount of investment necessary at the
outset of farming in order to get virgin
land to the stage where it Is capable of
some sort of production.

Mr. Brown: It is not as much as You
think.

Mr. Mcrharlln: flow would you know?
Mr. Brown: I do know. I have seen

many a fettler made into a farmer.
Mr. W. 0, Young: What a know!

Mr. Brown: Yes.
The SPEAKER: Order!
Mr. Brawn: In case some members

opposite do not know what a fettler is,
he works on the railways.

Mr. R. L. YOUNG: I was saying that
the amount of investment necessary to
get a farm from virgin territory to the
stage where it can produce, is consider-
able. The member for Merredln-Yllgarn
disagrees. However, the reason for the
taxation concessions, as the honourable
member calls them and as I will call them.
was sinply that the Government would
not be putting the biggest possible oar into
the resources of the new farmer at a time
when he had no money.

After having invested the amount of
money necessary to get virgin country to
the stage where It was just producing,
the farmer was down the drain by many
thousands of dollars.

Mr. Brown: But you-
Mr. R. L. YOUNG: Come now. I gave

the honourable member a fair run.
Mr. Brown: I don't think you did.
Mr. R. L. YOUNG: If, Just when a farm

started producing, the Federal Govern-
ment was seen by its taxing powers to go
boring into the first profit made by the
farmer following his tremendous in vest-
ment, it would be thought to be unreason-
able.

When we consider pragmatically the
history of Australia's economic develop-
ment the plain fact is, whether or not
we like to admit it, that the farmer has
carried, and still does carry, much of the
burden of this country's development. The
farmer is not the big, money-hungry cor-
poration the Government thinks he is.
He is the fellow who went onto the land,
worked hard to get the land productive..
and took his risks.

Mr. Brown: I think we all appreciate
the deprivation of the farmers.

Mr. H. L. YOUNG: If we all appreciate
that fact, do we not also agree that the,
Commonwealth Government should con-
tinue to maintain the previous concessions
to encourage people to go onto the land,
to make the investments and sacrifices.
they must make to get established, instead
of boring into the very first profit the
farmers make?

Mr.' Brown: That is where we disagree,
but I will not say more,

Mr. H. L. YOUNG: The member for-
Merredin-Yllgarn made certain claims.
Previously all the deductions were allowed
as complete write-offs in the first year-
and were capable of being carried for-
ward, as losses, ad tnflnitn in the case
of farmers-so that they carried into the
first year of profit-making. The member
for Merredin-Yllgarn claimed that the
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concessions available to the farmer were
still available because, instead of being
written off in the first or second year,
they will be written off in 10 years. The
honourable member therefore claimed that
the farmer has not lost anything.

Mr. Brown: There is no such thing as
a second-year deduction.

Mr. RL. L. YOUNG: What does the hon-
curable member mean by "no such thing"..?

Mr. Brown: The member for Wembley
said that they could be written off in the
first or second year.

Mr. RL. L. YOUNG: I am talking about
the first or second year of the farmer's
activities. I should have said, "the first,
second, third, fourth, or fifth year or any
other year in which the expenditure is
made".

Mr. Brown: It is instantaneous or over
five years.

Mr. RL. L. YOUNG: If the member for
Merredin-Yllgarn misunmderstood me and
it was my fault, I apologise.

Mr. Brown: I did not misunderstand
you.

Mr. R, L. YOUNG: I ask the honourabie
member to allow me to make nmy speech
and to interject only occasionally.

Mr. Brown: As long as you are correct
in what you are saying.

Mr. RL. L. YOUNG: Let us not be ridicu-
ious; this is. wasting my time. I said that
there were a number of things available
to a farmer to write off in the first and
second years. I should have said, I repeat.
"the first, second, third, fourth, and fifth
years". When a farmer spends money on
certain items it is possible for him to.
write them off In those years-and in any
other year in which money is spent, If
the member for Merredln-Yilgarn wants
to be pedantic.

Mr. Brown: In the year in which it Is
spent.

Mr. R. L. YOUNG: That is what I said.
The position now is that the farmer may
write these off in the year in which the
money is spent because the Government did
not want to put the farmer in the situation
which the present Commonwealth Govern-
ment has done by saying that a farmer can
write things off over 10 years. Therefore, at
'the end of the third year, a farmer who
had spent on his property all the money
he had could be called upon, after
writing off a few losses, to pay all Is
taxation in what may well be his first or
second year of profit. The reason is ob-
vious.

The member for Merredin-Yllgarn Is
shaking his head but I am stating the
facts as they exist in the taxation Act.
These bprovisions were Incorporated for
specific reasons which I have outlined. I
do not think the member for Merredin-

Yilgarn Is doing his constituents very much
credit by suggesting they have not lost
anything by virttue of this.

Let us consider the situation of a per-
son who goes onto a farm and builds
himself a tin shed on his property. I
know many people who have only a tin
shed on their properties at first.

Mr. Brown: He usually rides out on a
motorbike.

Mr. R. L. YOUNG: He may do that. The
person has a shed on a property and, he
Uives at one end of the shed with his wife
and children. At the other end he has a
few bits and pieces with which he intends
to get his property started. This is where
he works and lives.

Mr. Brown: Is this a new-land farmer?
Mr. RL. L. YOUNG: The member for

Merredln-Yilgarn can shake his head, but
I have been on many such properties and
have seen this type of thing. I have
acted for and represented these people In
taxation matters for years. If the hon-
ourable member has not seen them, that
is his fault. I am talking of the sort of
man I know person ally.

Mr. Mailer: What sort of farmer?
The SPEAKER: Order!
Mr. RL. L. YOUNG: If the member for

Merredin-Yilgarn and now the member
for Toodyay do not appreciate that these
people exist, they do not know what Is
going on. They have always existed and
always will exist while there is virgin land
in this country and someone has the guts
to develop it.

Mr. Brown: Are you a million-acres-a-
year man for clearing?

Sir Charles Court: Thank goodness that
land was developed.

Mr. RL. L. YOUNG: I do not understand
what the member for Merredln-Yilgarn
is saying.

Mr. Brown: You do not know too much
about farming.

Mr. W. G. Young: Why were there 500
applicants for a block, if it was not neces-
sary?

Mr. RL. L. YOUNG: Let us look at some
of the items which were previously avail-
able, as write-offs, In the year in which
the farmer made the expenditure. I am
talking specifically about the new fanner,
although the Federal Treasurer did not
differentiate. I am talking about the people
whom the Provisions were written into
the legislation to protect.

Before the member for Merredln-Yil-
gan starts his second speech-I have to
keep up a fast rate to maintain the floor
-let me mention some of the items which
were available, as write-affs, prior to the
recent Budget speech. These were-

Expenditure on water conservation.
Structural Improvements to store

grain, hay, or fodder.
Expenditure on levee banks.
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Mr. Brown: Is this section '75?
Mr. R. L. YOUNG: Yes. It is section 75.

Another one Is-
Expenditure on underground Pipes.

These are but a few. These Items were
available to the farmer as complete write-
offs in the year In which he made the
expenditure.

The member for Merredln-Yilgarn, in
his speech, said that it does not matter
that the Federal Treasurer (Mr. Crean)
has now said that they will not be avail-
able as write-off s, because they can be
written off over 10 years instead of In
the year in which the money is spent.

Mr. Brown: I did not say that it does
not matter.

Mr. R. L. YOUNG: That was the tenor
of the remarks of the member for Merre-
dln-Yllgarn. If he must be pedantic, per-
haps he did not say that It does not
matter. He may not have said It but he
was upon his feet to justify the Federal
Budget, which will bring this about, and
claimed that the only concession the farmn-
er has lost Is the 20 per cent. investment
allowance.

Mr. Brown: That Is right.
Mr. flartrey: It Is either true or false.
Mr. O'Connor: It is false.
Mr. Brown: I agree that is the only

concession the farmer has lost.
Mr. Moiler: What farmer Is the mem-

ber for Wembley concerned about? Is he
concerned about the solicitor-farmer and
the doctor-farmer-who operate from St.
George's Terrace--or the actual farmer
who is trying to make a living out of the
land?

Mr. R. L. YOUNG: I am glad the mem-
ber for Toodyay introduced that point.

Mr. B. T. Burke: The City Beach farm-
er.

Mr. R. L. YOUNG: The member for
Perth is also making a speech.

Mr. T. J. Burke: He is not the member
for Perth but the member for Balcatta.

Mr. R. L. YOUNG: Apparenitly the
member for Balcatta, who has made one
speech in the House, is claiming that I
represent the farmers in City Beach. The
member for Toodyay should have more
sense because he has been in this Place
for a longer period.

Mr. Jamieson: It has not improved you.
Mr. R. L. YOUNG: In his speech, the

Federal Treasurer (Mr. Crean) scathingly
referred to the Pitt Street farmer-and
the St. George's Terrace farmer, to bring it
to the local scene. I have his speech
and I would like to read the innocuous
words which he used when he said-

The deductions unduly favour those
benefiting, and are seized upon by some,
including "Pitt street farmers". to
avoid tax.

It sounds innocuous, but members should
have beard the way the Federal Treasurer
said it in the Parliament. It was perfectly
clear what Mr. Crean thought of Pitt
Street farmers.

For some Years People have been talk-
ing about amending the law to cut out
the Pitt Street farmer-or the St. George's
Terrace farmer.

Mr. H. D. Evans: Do you fully approve
of them? I am referring to the investor-
type far~mer.

Mr. R. L. YOUNG: I approve of any-
body who invests his money to enable him
to make a profit and to enable production
in this country to get off its tail and
become active.

Mr. Brown: What about the real farmers?
Mr. R. L. YOUNG: If investors are work-

ing within the laws we frame in the Par-
liament, it is fair enough.

Mr. Hartrey: The Baron Lords thought
tat.
Mr. H. D Evans: The member for

Wembley did not answer my question spe-
cifically.

Mr. R. L. YOUNG: I cannot answer it
more specifically than I have done. This
seems to be an exercise in taking up 45
minutes of the time of the memnber for
Wemubley. I will speak more loudly and I
will not do what I usually do; that is, give
every member the opportunity to interject
and always the interjections.

Mr. Brown: Congratulations!
Mr. R. L. YOUNG: The exercise has be-

come obvious and I will not be drawn into
the trap. Members opposite have had a fair
go, but that is finished and I intend to
proceed with my speech.

There is nothing wrong with Pitt Street
farmers and St. George's Terrace farmers.
However this is not what we are talking
about. I intended to say that for years the
Federal Treasurer and others have been
talking about what they would do to Close
loopholes in regard to Pitt Street farmers.
They could not do it and every practitioner
knew that they could not do it without
catching all the farmers.

Mr. Brown: Medical practitioner?
Mr. R. L. YOUNG: I am referring to

practitioners in law, in accountancy, and
in other spheres.

Mr. Brown: They are taking advantage
of it.

Mr. R. L. YOUNG: It was found that it
could not be done without catching every
farmer. We realised this but we overlooked
the fact that this would not matter to Mr.
Crean, the A-L.P. Executive, or the new
Cabinet. We stupidly thought that they
would try to frame legislation to Catch the
Pitt Street and the St. George's Terrace
farmers. We were actually stupid'enough
to believe that this was what tWey were
trying to do.
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We overlooked the fact that the Federal
Government did not give a damn as to
which fanner it got; its intention was to
get them all, and that is what it did. The
member for Merredin-Yflgarn knows this
to be true and he tried to Justify the
Budget by referring to the sort of subter-
fuge of the member for Toodyay who made
an interjection while the member for Bal-
catta was speaking about the Pitt Street
farmer.

The plain fact of the matter is that It
did not matter which farmer the Federal
Government got; the important thing was
to get the lot. As is evidenced by the
speeches made by the Federal Treasurer
and others, the A.LP. believes that all
farmers are rich; that all farmers are
wealthy and grasping; and that they all
drive Rolls Royce cars.

Mr. Brown: That has never been the
case presented in this House.

Sir Charles Court: Not much!
The SPEAKER: Order!
Mr. R. L. YOUNG: That is the attitude

of the Federal Treasurer.
Mr. Brown: The Leader of the Opposi-

tion said "not much" but-
Sir Charles Court: I am merely going

on your speech.
The SPEAKER: Order!
Mr. R. L. YOUNG:

drafted Budget speech
for Merredin-Yilgarn
and defended.

This is
which the
personally

the re-
member
got up

That is the attitude of the man; that
is the attitude of the Cabinet of the Com-
monwealth Government, and the attitude
of the People who framed the Budget
which the member for Merredin-Yilgarn
has been so keen to get up and defend
and which he continues to defend.I
would not say there are no rich farmers;
I would not say that at all. I do not
deny that there are people In Perth , in
Sydney, and in Melbourne who have no
interest in farming at all, other than
financial.

Mr. Hartrey: That is fair enough and
I agree with you.

Mr. R. L. YOUNG: I agree there are
city people who have invested their money
in farming; perhaps just as many farmers
have invested their money in city pro-
perties. There is a constant interchange
of investment between the city and the
country; there must be. I do not know,
however, whether these are all wealthy
farmers. There are some who are wealthy
and no-one would deny that, but they have
never been in the majority and never will
be. One of the matters about which great
play has been made is the fact that the
fanner is supposed to sit on a very huge
asset-his land.

Mr. Brown: That Is fiction.

Mr. R. L. YOUNG: That Is something
I will go into later on the death duty Bills.

Several Government members interjec-
ted.

The SPEAKER: Order!
Mr. R. L. YOUNG: I understand, Mr.

Speaker, that while I am on my feet I do
not have to keep talking; as long as I
remain on my feet I can stand here in
silence. It that correct?

The SPEAKER: Yes, that is correct.

Mr. R. L. YOUNG: To assist the mem-
ber for Merredin-Yilgarn to get what he
has to say off his chest I will give him
30 seconds to say what he wants to.

Mr. Brown: I ask You whether you think
the concessions that were allowed in the
Federal Budget by way of subsidies were as
satisfactory as those allowed In the State
Budget to primary Producers?

The SPEAKER: Order!
Mr. R. L. YOUNG: I am prepared to

give the member for Merredin-Yllgarn 30
seconds from time to time to permit him
to lower his blood Pressure, but I do not
have to be quite so gifted as to understand
the question he has asked. If the hon-
ourable member could be a little more
specific in the time I allow him that would
be all right, but unless he can I suggest he
put the question on the notice paper.

The SPEAKER: I suggest the honour-
able member address the Chair.

Mr. R. L. YOUNG: I think that Is a
fair go.

Mr. Blaikie: You certainly will not get
a return bout.

Mr. R. L. YOUNG: It Is claimed that
farmers have considerable assets in the
value of the properties which form their
estates, and the hierarchy of the A.L.F.
and the Federal Cabinet place the farmer
in the category where he should be sat
upon regardless of how he is creating his
particular asset. The plain fact of tbe
matter is that his farming assets and hWs
land are both used in the production of
various commodities.
Sitting suspended from 3.45 to 4.05 pi.

Mr. R. L. YOUNG: To carry on with the
comments I was making before the after-
noon tea suspension, I would like to draw
the attention of the House to just what
type of expenditure is concerned. 'Pre-
viously I read very briefly, despite a bar-
rage of interjections from the other side
of the House, some of the sorts of ex-
penditure that will now become deprec-
iable over 10 Years instead of being
allowed to be written off in the year in
which the money is expended.

During his address the member for DMer-
redln-Yilgarn referred to certain plant
and structures which will now be written
off on a normal depreciating basis instead
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of being included under the provision
which was described as accelerated allow-
ances for depreciation purposes under
section 5'7AA. The items include trucks.
tractors, farm machinery, and the like.
Those items which prevtously were
allowed to, be written off over five years
will now be written off over periods rang-
Ing from seven years to 33 years.

Some of the items Wvhich previously
were entirely deductible in the year in
which the money was expended upon
them-and which will now be written off
over 10 years--include fairly important
improvements as far as the new farmer Is
concerned: and I am speaking specifically
about the new farmer, as no doubt the
Government has by now understood. Now
that the Rouse is more quiet I will read
out in a little more detail the Items which
will now be covered by writing them off
ov;er 10 years.

Firstly, under section '75 we find ex-
penses in connection with the eradication
or extermination of animal or vegetable
Pests from the land: the destruction or
removal of timber, scrub, or undergrowth
indigenous to the land: the destruction of
plant growth detrimental to the land: the
Preparation of the land for agriculture;
Ploughing and grassing the land for graz-
ing purposes; and the draining of swamp
or low-lying land where that operation
improves the agricultural value of the
land. Perhaps the most important of all
-there are others, but I am quoting only
the more outstanding ones-is the provi-
sion for an outright deduction by a tax-
Payer who is a primary Producer of ex-
penditure incurred in the year of income
on the conservation of water, including
dams, earth tanks, underground tanks.
concrete tanks and stands for tanks, and
irrigation channels, or similar Improve-
ments for the purpose of carrying the
water for agricultural use.

In a country like Australia in which
perhaps the most important Problem fac-
ing the nation, not only in respect of ag-
riculture but in respect of the whole de-
velopment and well-being of the country
and its people, is water and water conser-
vation-

Mr. Brown: Hear, hear!
Mr. R. L. YOING:-I am glad the

member agrees-It would seem rather
ridiculous to me to include within the
framework of the Federal Treasurer's
Budget a provision whereby people con-
serving water in any one year by paying
for this sort of development will have to
write off that expenditure over a 10-year
period.

I cannot justify any of the other Items:
but the last one seems to me to be out-
standing because the whole idea of water
conservation is that if water is not con-
served it disappears. We may not lose it
forever because some may drop back
eventually, but in the meantime we have
lost a great amount.

So if a Person Wishes to spend a great
deal of money on the conservation of the.
water which is available at the time, he
should be able to spend that money -and

obtain a full deduction. He should be
given a full deduction to encourage him to
conserve water. But this is one of the
items that is caught in the net cast by the
Federal Treasurer in his Budget.

Mr. O'Connor: It is a bad one for Mer-
redin.

Mr. R. L. YOUNG: I believe the people
in Merredin have some water this Year.

Mr. Brown: What
Wembley says is very
agree with him.

the member for
true. I heartily

Mr. R. L. YOUNG: Does the member
for Merredin-Yilgarn agree that this item
should be caught in the net?

Mr. Brown: I mentioned in my speech
that I had made representations to the
Minister for Agriculture and the Federal
member.

Mr. Stephens: You also referred to the
10 per cent. deduction as being "sufficient
relief ".

Mr. Brown: That is right. I did *Say
"sufficient relief"; but I should have said
"some relief".

Mr. R. L. YOUNG: I am glad that the
member for Merredin-Yilgarn and I agree
on this matter; at least we have struck
some kind of accord on one point.

The situation, therefore, perhaps could
be summed up by saying simply that the
Federal Treasurer has taken steps which
I think, technically, will not deny the
farmer in the long run the right to deduct
certain expenditure, but which will spread
that expenditure over a period of years,
and this will act to the detriment of the
farmers who are trying desperately to
develop land in our country.

Mr. J. T. Tonkin: You have developed
a sudden interest in farmers. Are you a
farmer?

Mr. R. L. YOUNG: No.
Mr. Hutchinson: They are part of our

economy.
Mr. J. T. Tonkin: I am just wondering

wvhy there is a sudden change of interest.
Mr. R. L. YOUNG: I have an interest in

a farming property, but I am not a farmer.
The Premier's comments are strange
because although I am not a member of
a union I am entitled to speak about
unions and Industrial affairs.

Mr. J. T. Tonkin: Yes, of course you
are; it is just that the changed attitude is
most noticeable.

Mr. R. L. YOUNG: I am entitled to talk
about these things.

Mr. J. T. Tonkin: You are entitled to
talk about these things so long as they are
relevant.
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Mr. R. La. YOUNG: I think what I have
said so far is relevant to the comments
made by the member for Merredin-
Yilgarn. I do not think the Premier would
deny that.

Mr. J. T. Tonkin: I am not questioning
Its relevancy.

Mr. R. I. YOUNG: Good; I am glad the
Premier Is not questioning the relevancy
of my remarks. However, I am rather sur-
prised that he questioned the fact that I
am suddenly showing an interest in
farmers.

Mr. J. T. Tonkin: It is a bit odd.
Mr. R. L. YOUNG: I think it is the duty

of every member of Parliament to show an
interest in everybody. The Premier has
said that plenty of times. A member can-
not speak about one subject all the time.
I will be quite happy to go on and refer
to the State Budget in a moment.

Mr, J. T. Tonkin: I don't think you will
have much time.

Mr. Hutchinson: if farming prospers the
State Prospers.

Mr. R. L. YOUNG: I think the situation
could be summed up fairly by saying the
Commonwealth Treasurer is taking some
steps-to which the Cabinet of the Com-
monwealth Government has apparently
agreed-which in the main will be to the
detriment of the farmers. In general, the
member for Merredin-Yilgarn has sup-
ported those steps. Deductions will not be
available to the new fanner at the time
when they will be of most benefit to him.
I think, as a result of the Commonwealth
Budget, we will see an extremely signi-
ficant decrease in the amount of money
available for developing land in our
country which, although we had a very
temporary stage of over-production some
years ago, will be looked upon in the
future to produce vast amounts of food for
the world.

It seems passing strange that a Govern-
ment charged with the responsibility of
administering the affairs of this country
should take steps to discourage that sort
of investment. One of the comments made
by the Federal Treasurer in his Budget
speech with regard to investment allow-
ances is also very strange. He said-

There is a variety of concessions
subsidising capital expenditures or en-
couraging otherwise uneconomic in-
vestment that the Government has
decided to end.

Those words were not spoken in haste
during the course of a debate; they are
part of the Budget speech written for, and
perhaps even by, the Commonwealth
Treasurer. Those words were not used
lightly; they were used for a specific pur-
pose. In the wildest flight of anyone's
fancy, with the possible exception of the
Commonwealth -Treasurer, I cannot see

how investment in farming plant and
equipment could be described as an un-
economic investment. I think I have made
my point on that subject.

Mr. Davies: Didn't that clearing have
some relation to the protection of the
environment? Wasn't that one of the
reasons?

Mr. R. L. YOUNG: That is a rather in-
credible statement. I am glad the Minister
for Health said that, because It is per-
tinent to another comment of the Com-
monwealth Treasurer which I would lie
to read to the House. He said-

The deductions unduly favour those
benefiting, and are seized upon by
some, Including 'Pitt Street farmers',
to avoid tax. They can lead to re-
sources being channelled into un-
economic activity and, in the process,
may have questionable environmental
consequences.

That is also part of the same speech
written for the Commonwealth Treasurer.
I would like an explanation of that, and
perhaps someone might be able to say
what it means.

Mr. Brown: it could be very valid.
Mr. R. L. YOUNG: It could be!1 The

Minister for Health has Jogged my mem-
ory on this, and I am sure he will find it
is valid! I wanted this to be recorded
in Hansardi, but I forgot to mention it
previously in the heat of the exchange.

Mr. Davies,. I do not think your environ-
mentalist. friends would think it was a
rash statement.

Mr. R, L. YOUNG: No environmen-
talist who wants the environment to be
protected could possibly swallow that
sort of garbage. What the Federal Trea-
surer was doing was using an emotive
term in speaking about the environmental
consequences and tying that in with the
taking away of the financial concessions
for the development of the land.

Mr. Davies: What you are doing is call-
ing some of your party members on the
environmental council nuts.

Mr. R. L. YOUNG: If anyone can read
validity into that action taken by the
Federal Treasurer then he would amaze
me.

Mr. Davies:. You should talk to some of
your own Ministers about this.

Sir David Brand: Could the Minister
name those Ministers?

Mr. R. L. YOUNG: I now wish to deal
with one area that should be covered. It has
been referred to in debates and dealt with
in motions; however, It has not been ana-
lysed to any great degree. I refer to a
rather inane suggestion that was unfor-
tunately taken up by the Press at the
time; it is that when this Government
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came Into office it faced a bankrupt Tlea-
sury. Time and time again the Premier
has used that ternm.

Mr. J. T. Tonkin: Do you happen to
know what the situation really was?

Mr. R. L. YOUNG: I shall try to explain
what the position must have been.

Mr. J. T. Tonkin: To make your criti-
cism, valid you ought to say that you know
what the position was.

Mr. R. L. YOUNG: I shall explain what
the situation must have been, based on
subsequent events.

Mr. J. T. Tonkin: You should e~piain
what the position was. I claim that I was
told by the Under-Treasurer that there
was a $10,000,000 deficit.

Mr. R. L. YOUNG: When this Govern-
wnent took office there was an unfunded
deficit from the 1969-1970 Period of about
$100,000. The 1970-71 year resulted in a
deficit of $4,400,000.

Mr. J. T. Tonkin: Alice in Wonderland
is speaking!

Mr. R%. L. YOUNG: This meant there
was a total deficit of $4,500,000 at the end
of June, 1971, which was four months
-after this Government came into office.

Mr. 3. T. Tonkin: Tell me why did the
the previous Treasurer, Sir David Brand,
travel to the Eastern States to ask for
special financial consideration from Mr.
John Gorton if that was the situation?

Mr. R. L. YOUNG: Perhaps the Premier
could tell me. What Premier would not
have taken that step?

Sir David Brand: The reason I did that
was obvious; it was to ask for more money.

Mr. J. T. Tonkin: According to the mem-
ber for Wembley you were not short of
money.

Mr. R. L. YOUNG: I do not want to
run out of time. The 1971-72 deficit was
$900,000, under the present Government;
and in the 1972-73 period the deficit was
$3,500,000, making a total of $4,400,000.
That makes a grand total of $8,900,000
which has been funded out of the funds
available under the Public Moneys Invest-
ment Act, as mentioned by the Treasurer.

Another $4,300,000 will be Paid into the
Consolidated Revenue Fund during the
1973-74 financial year. This makes a total
of $13,200,000 that has been used out of
that fund for funding purposes and for
Payment into Consolidated Revenue.

In addition, in the 1973-74 period we
have a State Budget deficit of $6,900,000
which will be funded out of next year's
loan moneys. That makes a total of
$20,100,000, and that is the extent to which
Western Australia is worse off since the
30th June, 1969. If we deduct from that
total the sum of $4,500,000 which was un-
funded to the 30th June, 1971, we still

have a total of $15,600,000, and that is the
extent to which the State is worse off
since this Government took office.

Mr. J. T. Tonkin: Was, this one of your
strong subjects when you were at school?

Mr. R. L. YOUNG: It was not particu-
larly. Is there anything wrong with what
I have said?

Mr. J. T. Tonkin: There Is a lot wrong.
It Is a lot of nonsense.

Mr. R. L. YOUNG: I1 did not think that
nonsense, which is subject to the laws of
logic, had anything to do with arithmetic.
The situation in regard to the Public
Moneys Invesment Act is that since it was
introduced in 1961 the fund has earned
$26,300,000. The whole of that amount has
been used to fund deficits and has been
transferred to State undertakings, or paid
into Consolidated Revenue. All that money
has gone.

From 1961 to 1971 the Brand Liberal
Government used no more than $9,100,000
of that, and no less than $8,100,000 of it.
I am not sure of the exact amount because
I cannot get the figures I require.

Mr. Harman: You are not being lair,
because there would be a difference In the
amount earned each year.

Mr. H. L. YOUNG: I am talking about
the moneys in the Public Moneys Invest-
went Fund that have been used by the
Government to fund deficits or for pay-
went into Consolidated Revenue. The
Government under the present Treasurer
has used $18,200,000, or thereabouts, in
the 21 years it has been in office. The
amount could be $1,000,000 less.

The SPEAKER: The honiourable member
has another five minutes.

Mr. R. L. YOUNG: So In Its 24 years
of office the present Government has used
between $11,000,000 and $18,000,000 from
the fund, while the previous Brand Gov-
ernment used between $8,000,000 and
$9,000,000 from the fund in its 10 years of
office.

Mr. Harmnan: What you are saying is
illogical.

Mr. R. L. YOUNG: We should compare
those figures with the claim by this Gov-
ernment that when It came to office It
inherited a bankrupt Treasury. In intro-
ducing the second reading of the Bill the
Treasurer said-

With careful management, the flow
of funds in and out of the Treasury
results in a level of cash balances In
the Government account which can
be invested for short periods until
required.

Further on he said-
Members will be Interested to note

that as a result of this policy of care-
fully investing our cash balances on
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the short-term market, a total of
slightly more than $26,300,000 has
earned...

The Treasurer referred to careful manage-
ment. The fund I have mentioned has
funded all the deficits of this Govern-
ment. It has paid $4,300,000 into Consoli-
dated Revenue to make the financial posi-
tion of the State for 1973-74 look better.
The Government has used $3,300,000 out
of the total of $6,200,000 for payment Into
the State utilities since it took office. This
money was accumulated in a 12-year per-
iod and was there at a time when this
Government said the Treasury was bank-
rupt.

Mr. Harman: What Is wrong with the
money being paid into Consolidated Rev-
enue?

Mr. Rt. L. YOUNG: Nothing at all.
Sir David Brand: That has been the

case all the time.
Mr. R. L. YOUNG: The State today Is

about $20,000,000 worse off than it was be-
fore this Government came into office, and
the money has been available to this Gov-
ernment to fund its deficits. The State
Is that much worse off, and it is facing a
further deficit of about $7,000,000. That
Is not readily seen when we look at the
accounts of the State. but that Is the plain
fact of the matter.

Because of a lack of time I shall sum
up the situation briefly. After 24 years
of office this Government Is responsible
for the State being $20,000,000 worse off
than it was before it took office. There is
no money left In the Public Moneys In-
vestment Fund.

Mr. Harman: Why should there be?
Why should not the money be paid Into
Consolidated Revenue?

Mr. R. L. YOUNG: I have already said
there is no reason why It should not be.
I am pointing out that what money was
there at one time Is now gone. Therefore
the Treasurer cannot justify the claim
that the State was broke when his Gov-
erment came into office, because he has
used all that money to fund the deficits
and used the rest to bolster up the 1973-
74 financial situation so as to make it look
better. He cannot have It both ways.

In regard to taxation the Treasurer said
in his speech that there were no major
increases in taxes in the present Budget.
He referred to the fact that the Pay-roll
Tax Act Amendment Bill had already been
introduced and this would increase the
taxes. The Budget figures say that in-
creased State taxation, including pay-
roll tax, would total about $18,000,000,
but the total taxation increases since this
Government took office amount to about
$67,000,000 in a full year.

Mr. J. T. Tonkin: Where did you get
that figure from?

Mr. R. L,. YOUNG: From the Budget.
Mr. J7. T. Tonkin: You did not.

Mr. R, L. YOUNG: In the financial
statement attached to the Estimates the
amount of State taxes collected in 1970-71
totalled $48,434,257, whereas the amount
estimated for 1973-74 Is $115,795,000, or
an Increase of about $67,000,000.

Mr. J. T. Tonkin: When does the 1973-
74 year end?

Mr. It. L. YOUNG: Oh, come on!'
The SPEAKER: The honourable mem-

ber's time has expired.
Debate adjourned until a later stage of

the sitting, on motion by Mr. Moiler.
(Continued on page 4440)

1.
QUESTIONS (44): ON NOTICE

TOWN PLANNING
Coastal Areas: Report on Usage

Mr. RUSHTON, to the Minister for
Town Planning:

Adverting to my question 16 on
23rd October, 1 refer to the in-
quiry headed by Mr. Hiller of the
Town Planning Department which
was initiated some years ago to
review and report upon the future
usage and preservation of our
coastal areas--
(a) will he now please table the

report; or
(b) will he advise the House why

no conclusion was reached in
this lengthy Inquiry?

Mr. DAVIES replied:
(a) A first draft of this one man

report on the south western
coasts was completed several
months ago and given limited
circulation for comment. A
final draft incorporating new
material is now to be pre-
Pared for publication. The
final report will be tabled
when printed.

(b) At no stage has It proved
possible to detach an officer
from other, and generally
more pressing, duties to deal
with this project. It has
therefore taken longer than
desirable to conclude the
work.

Yesterday I said there was no
committee. Of course, there is
none, because it is a one-man ef-
fort.

2. ABORIGINAL AFFAIRS
Commonwealth Takeover

Mr. HUTCHINSON, to the Minister
representing the Minister for Com-
muniity Welfare:
(1) Further to earlier advice given

that the Western Australian Gov-
ernmient was working towards
handing over control of Aboriginal
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affairs to the Commonwealth
Government, will he now explain
what stage 'the negotiation have
reached?

(2) What is the last date on which
negotiations were conducted?

(3) When is it anticipated that the
next meeting will be held?

(4) Is legislation required for any part
of the handover?

(5) Will he advise the approximate
date of the proposed handover?

(6) Will he advise how Members of
the State Parliament will be able
to bring the searchlight of public
opinion onto departmental affairs
by asking questions, when the
handover takes place?

Mr.
(1)

BICKERTON replied:
Agreement has been reached in
principle that the Australian Gov-
ernment will assume responsibility
for policy planning and co-ordin-
ation in relation to Aboriginal
affairs from a date to be agreed
upon.

(2) Consideration is currently being
given to a letter addressed to the
Premier by the Prime Minister on
8th October, 1973.

(3) Formal negotiations are being
conducted by letter rather than
by meetings.

(4) Yes. The Aboriginal Affairs
(Arrangements with the States)
Bill concluded its passage through
the Australian Parliament on 23rd
October, 1973. It is intended to
introduce complementary legisla-
tion into the State Parliament as
soon as possible.

(5) Depending on the passage of the
State legislation and on the com-
pletion of other necessary formali-
ties, the effective date could be 1st
January. 1974.

(6) The proposed arrangement pro-
vides for the continued operation
of the Aboriginal Affairs Planning
Authority Act 1972. If adopted
this will mean that a Cabinet Min-
ister in State Parliament will be
in a position to answer questions
as at present.

3. REGIONAL DEVELOPMENT
Commonwealth Grants

Dr. DADOUR, to the Premier:
(1) What is the total of moneys for

all purposes granted by the Com-
monwealth Government since
December 1972 through all State
departments to regional areas of
Western Australia?

(2) What were the amounts and speci-
fic use of the moneys and to which
regions were they ranted?

(3) Who is in charge of the dispersal
of funds In the various regions?

Mr. J. Tr. TONKIN replied:
(1) to (3) It Is assumed that the ques-

tions relate to the Australian GOV-
ernment's scheme of financial
assistance to regional groupings
of local government authorities.
There has been no allocation of
funds to date, as the procedure
for the determrination of grants
is still under consideration.

4. MT. BARKER RAILWAY STATION
Parcels and Goods Freight

Mr. STEPHENS, to the Minister repre-
sening the Minister for Railways:

In relation to parcels and goods
handled at Mt. Barker for the
years ended 30th June, 1967, 1972
and 1973, what were-
(a) the number of inward trans-

actions and value of freight
paid;

(b) the number of outward tranis-
actions and value of freight
paid?

Mr. MAY replied:
(a) and (b) The number of In-

dividual transactions as re-
quested is not available and
would need considerable re-
search to extract.
Details available are as fol-
lows-
Total parcels revenue-

196 7-O.43 0
1972-$4,307
1973-$4,446

Inwards goods tonnages-
1967-7,505
197 2-3 ,78 5
1973-4,451

outwards goods tannages- -
1967-13,894
1972-8,519
1973-6.602

Total goods revenue for in-
wards and outwards traffc--

1967-$69,050
1972-$51,839
1973-$2,778.

5. GOVERNOR STIRLING HIGH
SCHOOL

Sports Ground

Mr. BRADY, to the Minister represent-
Ing the Minister for Education:

(1) Are any negotiations going on
with the Swan Shire or others for
filling in the low lying Portions
of the Governor Stirling high
school Playground joining the
Swan River at West Midland?

(2) At what stage. if any, are the
negotiations?
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(3) Has any filling or improvement
been made to the above play-
grounds in the past 12 months?

(4) Approximately how many chil-
dren use the playground for sport-
Ing purposes?

Mr. HARMAN replied:
(1) and (2) Arrangements have been

wade with the Shire of Swan for
the sanitary landfill method to
be used to fill the school playing
fields and nearby recreational
area developments.

(3) Filling is proceeding but has not
Yet reached the school area.

(4) Governor Stirling senior high
school students use this area on
an intermittent basis during the
year. It is not possible to estimate
the number of students using the
ground as the number varies ac-
cording to season, type of sport,
Student interests and availability
of other areas.

e. LAND
Swan River Banks: Peggping

Mr. BRADY, to the Minister for Lands:
(1) Have officers from the Lands and

Surveys Department pegged out
land on the banks of the Swan
River at Bassendean near North
Street and at Gulldford near
Barker Bridge?

(2) If so, will he state for what pur-
pose the land Is being pegged?

Mr. Davies (for Mr. H. D. EVANS)
replied:
(1) No land has been formally pegged

at either site.
(2) Investigation surveys have been

effected for the Swan River Con-
servation Board relating to a boat
landing near Barker Bridge and
for the Metropolitan Region Plan-
ning Authority relating to pro-
Posed reserves near North Street.

7. HOSPITAL BEDS: OCCUPANCY
Hysterectomy, Appendectomy, and

Cholcystectomq
Mr. W. A. MANNING, to the Minister
for Health:

What Is the average bed occu-
pancy for-

hysterectomy;
appendectomy:
cholecystectomy.

at the following hospitals-
Royal Perth;
Fremantle;
Bentley;
Osborne Park;
Bunbury Regional:
Narrogin Regional?

Mr. DAVIES replied:
The question asks for the average
bed occupancy and I assume that

(1491

the answer is as required. The
figures relate to the number of
beds occupied each day for the
various complaints listed, rather
than the length of stay of the
patient in the hospital for the
particular complaint.
The answer Is supplied accord-
ing to the wording of the ques-
tion, If the information is nlot as
required the honourable member
might ask the question again in
a different form.

Hyster- Appendee- Chole-
ectomfy tomy ysctyBed Beld fled

Occupancy Occupancey Occupancy
1LP.H. 2.7 7-7 11-3
Fremantle ... 3-1 6. 4.4
Dentley . . 3.5 2-7 2-4
Osborne Park . 109 2-5 3-3
Banbary Regional 0.9 1-6 0.4
Nartogin Regional 141 1.fl 0-fl

8. EXECUTIVES' TRAINING SCHEMES
T.L.C. and Public Service: Grants
Mr. MENSAROS, to the Minister for
Labour:
(1) What was the amount each year

made available by the Government
to the Trades and Labor Council
for taining purposes since the
scheme's Inception In 1971?

(2) Does this scheme Include train-
tIg of union executives?

(3) Has the Government similar
scheme(s) for the purpose of
training managerial staff?

Mr. HARMAN replied:-
(1) Trades and Labor Council of W.A.

19-71-72-$4,531
1972-73-$7,911

W.A. Employers' Federation Inc.
1971-72-Nil
1972-73-$5,885

1973-74-A total of $13,550 has
been provided in the estimates for
the scheme for this year. No pay-
ments made to-date.

(2) The trade union education scheme
has essentially applied to the
training of shop stewards both
locally and at the A.C.T.U./
A.C.S.P.A. national trade union
school.

(3) The Government extended finan-
cial assistance to the W;.A. Em-
ployers' Federation in 1973 to
assist In the training of labour
relations of supervisors from small
undertakings.

9. SMALL CLAIMS TRIBUNAL
Clarification

Mr. MENSAROS, to the Attorney-
General:
(1) Could he Please describe what is

meant under "smrall claims tri-
bunal" which, as reported, the
A-L.P. requested the Government
to establish?
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(2) Can he give iformation as to the
tribunal allegedly existing in
Queensland?

Mr. Bickerton (for Mr. T. D. EVANS)
replied:
(1) The small claims tribunal envis-

aged is to deal as infornally as
possible with a certain class of
claims. It is not a Court of record.
In principle it would align with
the Victorian and Queensland
legislation establishing small
claims tribunals.

(2) The Queensland Small Claims
Tribunal Act contains the follow-
ing features:-
(a) The Governor appoints a

number of referees of small
claims tribunals.

(b) Primary function of referee is
to attempt to bring parties
to a dispute involving a small
claim to a settlement accept-
able to all parties.

(c) Where a referee finds this im-
possible in a particular case
he is to make an order which
is fair and equitable; or

(d) Where he thinks it is desir-
able, dismisses the claim.

(e) No costs are payable.
(f) A small claim means a claim

for payment of money or per-
formance of work of value not
exceeding $450 where the case
arises out of a contract for
supply of goods for provision
of services between a con-
sumer on one hand and a
trader on the other.

10. BUILDING SITES
Thefits and Malicious Damage

Mr. MENSAROS, to the Attorney-
General:
(1) Has he examined the mounting

incidence of thefts and malicious
damage at building sites?

(2) If not, will he ask for a report on
this subject?

(3) As through the acute shortage of
many building materials, which is
expected to worsen, such offences
are likely still to increase, will he
consider to legislate for more sev-
ere penalties for these specific
thefts and causing of damage?

Mr. Bickerton (for Mr. T. D. EVANS)
replied:
(1) and (2) These matters have been

brought to my notice.
(3) Yes.

11. ARTS ADVISORY BOARD
Grants

Mr. MENSAROS, to the Minister for
Cultural Affairs:

What type and how many grants
given by the Government (either

directly or through the Arts Ad-
visory Board) to cultural activities
are dependent on the amount of
grant given to the recipient by the
Commonwealth Government or Its
instrumentalities?

Mr. J. T'. TONKIN replied:
The Arts Advisory Board, in con-
sidering applications for financial
assistance, takes into account the
amount of assistance given by the
Australian Council for the Arts
to avoid unnecessary duplication.
In the current list of grants to
the arts, issued by me on 9th
October, 1973, the words 'Pend-
ing the outcome of the delibera-
tions of the Australian Council for
the Arts"--or words to that effect
-have been used in relation to
grant money reserved for the fol-
lowing organisations:-

National Theatre Company
Fellowship of Australian Com-

posers
W.A. Band Association
W.A. Opera Company.

The reason for this is that the
Australian Council for the Arts
has not, as yet, announced its
decision on duplicate applications
made to it by these organisations
so that, if the Commonwealth body
meets all, or the greater part of
the assistance required, it will be
possible for the State body to
divert some of the funds provisi-
onally set aside to other necessary
functions.

12. MEMBERS OF PARLIAMENT
Staff and Offices

Sir CHARLES COURT, to the Premier:
(1) Have any office and secretarial

facilities in a Member's own elec-
torate been approved In principle
or in detail?

is.

(2)
(3)

If so, in which electorates?
Are any approvals expected in the
course of the next two weeks?

Mr. J. T. TONKIN replied:
(1) No.
(2) Answered by (1).
(3) Quite likely.

HOUSING
One Arn Point: Cost of Sand

Mr. RIDGE, to the Minister for Hous-
ing:
(1) Is It a fact that the building sand

required for concrete at the One
Arm Point Aboriginal village is
being transported by road from
the Fitzroy River, a distance of
about 270 miles, and at a cost in
the order of $25 Per cubic yard?
(a) If "No" from where is the

sand being acquired;
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(b) If "Yes"~ what quantity of
sand is required for the pro-
ject?

(2) As a local builder has described
the sand from the Cygnet Bay
settlement as being superior In
quality has consideration been
given to acquiring it from this
source which is only about three
wiles. away?

Mr. BICKERTON replied:
(1) Yes. The supply and transported

cost of sand from Lang Point
is approximately $20.00 per cubic
yard.
(a) Answered by (1).
(b) Of the order of 300 cubic
yards.

(2) Before arranging the procurement
of sand from Langi Point which is
a known and acceptable source,
sand in the vicinity of One Arm
Point but not necessarily from
the Cygnet Bay settlement, was
tested at the Government chem-
ical laboratories and found to be
unsuitable for concrete work.

14. ENVIRONMENTAL
PROTECTION

Lake Kununutra
Mr. RIDGE. to the Minister for En-
vironmental Protection:
(1) In relation to my question 23 on

2nd October regarding irrigation
drainage outlets from Packsaddle
Plains blocks, being directed into
Lake Kununurra, Is he now in a
position to give the assurances I
sought or to advise what action he
proposes taking?

(2) If "No" will he please advise when
consideration of the matter will be
concluded?

Mr. DAVIES replied:
(1) No, but the matter has been re-

ferred to the Public Works De-
partmnent for discussion and will
also be referred to the Ord Pro-
ject Co-ordinating Committee.

(2) The matter will be reviewed after
the deliberations by the groups
referred to in (1).

15. GOVERNMENT EMPLOYEES
IN THE NORTH

Air-conditioning Allowance
Mr. RIDGE, to the Minister for Works:
(1) Considering that Government emn-

ployees in the north are eligible to
receive an air conditioning sub-
sidy if they occupy Government
Employees' Housing Authority, de-
partmental or State rental homes,
will he extend the benefit to Goy-
ermnent employees who occupy
privately owned houses?

(2) If "No" why not?
Mr. JAMIESON replied:

(1) and (2) Inf ormation has been
sought from Governmnt depart-
ments to enable this proposal to
receive consideration.

16. EDUCATION
School o/ the Air: Transcei vers

Mr. COYNE, to the Minister repre-
senting the Minister for Education:
(1) What is the total number of

pupils using school -of-the-air
facilities in the State education
system?2

(2) How many transceivers are based
on listed school-of-the-air centres
located at Meekatharra, Eastern
Goldfields, Carnarvon, Port Red-
land and Derby?

(3) What numbers of these sets are
privately owned and what num-
bers are hired?

(4) What Is the approximate cost of
the type of single sideband trans-
ceiver that will replace the present
equipment when the new system
becomes mandatory?

(5) Does the proposed Commonwealth
plan of assistance (recently an-
nounced, 25th September, 1973)
in replacement of outdated eqluip-
ment, envisage art overall hire sys-
tern or is it planned to subsidise
Individual purchasers?

(6) If not, what plans are under con-
sideration to assist Parents In ob-

* taining the use of this very vital
facility?

Mr. HARMAN replied:
(1) 200.
(2) Mcekatharra-34.
* Eastern goldflelds-22.

Carnarvon-18.
Fort Hedland-D.
Derby-22.

(3) Privately owned-D.
Leased-27.

(4) The approximate cost of a single
side band transceiver 60 watt and
single channel is $600.

(5) The proposed Plan seeks to pro-
vide assistance to those organisa-
tions which lease transceivers to
parents. Assistance f or the re-
placement of Privately owned sets
is provided for under a separate
scheme of assistance to parents of
isolated children. Details of this
plan are not yet available through
the Perth Office of the Common-
wealth Department of Education,

(6) A parent may apply to join a leas-
ing scheme or may seek assistance
from the Commonwealth Govern-
ment as a parent of an isolated
child.
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1'?. DEPARTMENT OP
AGRICULTURE

Bridgetown OffIce: Spraying Plant
Mr. A. A. LEWIS, to the Minister for
Agriculture:

Has there been an increase In the
charge of hiring spraying plant
from the department's Bridge-
town office; if so, why?

Mr. Davies (for Mr. H. D. EVANS)
replied:

Yes. Charges have been increased
on all plant hired by the Agricul-
tire Protection Board so that two-
thirds of the actual operating cast
of the unit is recouped from the
hirer, and the Board meets a sub-
sidy of one-third. Charges have
never been Increased previously
and greater costs of supplying and
maintaining the units made a re-
vision of the scale of charges
necessary.

is. POST OFFICES
Country Towns: Closure

Mr. MePHARLIN, to the Premier:
Will the Premier protest to the
Federal Government against the
proposals to downgrade thlrt-y-five
post offices In country towns in
Western Australia?

Mr. J. T. TONKIN replied:
I have no information regarding
the proposals which the Leader of
the Country Party alleges are
intended. If his information Is
authentic, and he is prepared to
furnish me with the details, ap-
propriate action will be taken.

19. LAMB MARKETING BOARD
Throughput, July to September

Mr. A. A. LEWIS. to the Minister for
Agriculture:
(2) How many lambs have been han-

dled by the Lamb Marketing Board
in the months July to September,
1973 as--
(a) sucker lambs;
(b) summer lambs?

(2) In the same period how many of
these lambs were slaughtered in-
(a) country abattoirs;
(b) Midland abattoirs?

Mr- Davies (for Mr. H. D. EVANS)
replied:
(1) The only complete details for

sucker lambs and summer lambs
at Present available are for Mid-
land Abattoirs, W.A. Meat Export
Works and Tip Top). Full details
of the breakdown for country
abattoirs may be made available

July
August
September

at a later stage when they are
complete. The details are as fol-
lows:
State Total KWI at W.A. Meat Export workse,

Tip Top and Alidland
Summner sucker

87,673 51.39 12,604
112,233 '27.022 59,478

15,t29,905 111,352

(2) Kill at Midland Abattoirs-
July-29,1 19
August-51,831
September-70,343

Country abattoirs excluding Robb,
Midland and Anchorage-

July-27,372
August.-26,490
September-32,393

The figures for September are
subject to slight adjustments as
final details come in from coun-
try areas.

20. WESTERN AUSTRALIAN ARTS
COUNCIL

Appointment of Members
Mr. A. A. LEWIS, to the Minister for
Cultural Affairs:

When is it expected that the mem-
bers of the Western Australian
Arts Council will be appointed?

Mr. J. T. TONKIN replied:
Shortly after the Act has been
proclaimed.

21. WESTERN AUSTRALIAN ARTS
COUNCIL

Agent for Federal Boards
Mr. A. A. LEWIS, to the Minister for
Cultural Affairs:
(1) Is the Western Australian Arts

Council acting as host to members
of-
(a) Australian Council of Arts

Craft Board;
(b) Australian Council of Arts

Film and Television Board,
both of 'whom are visiting West-
ern Australia in the near future?

(2) If so, Is it intended for the West-
ern Australian body to become
agents for these Federal boards?

Mr. J. T. T0NK4N replied:
(1) No. In fact, both the craft en-

quiry and the Film and Television
Board are acting as hosts to mem-
bers of the W.A. Arts Council at
Informal working suppers.

(2) The present Policy of the Aus-
tralian Council for the Arts is to
employ its own staff in all Its
functions. This question would
better be asked in Federal, rather
than State Parliament.
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22. BRIDOETOWN HOSPITAL
Cost

Mr. A. A. LEWIS, to the Minister for
Health:

What is the total estimated cost of
the new Bridgetown hospital and
when is the proposed starting date
of building?

Mr. DAVIES replied:
No firm estimate has been pre-
pared but It is expected to be in
the region of $1,000,000. Sketch
plans have been agreed and the
brief should be in the hands of
the architect within 6-8 weeks.
During this period the architect
will be commissioned, funds hav-
ing been provided in the 1973-74
loan programme to meet the cost
of professional fees. The pre-
paration of contract documents is
expected to take approximately
six months. The starting date of
building cannot be specified until
a tender is accepted.

23. COTTON FARMERS
Financial Assistance

Mr, RIDGE, to the Minister for Agri-
culture:
(2) Has finality been reached on the

level of financial assistance which
is to be extended to Ord River cot-
ton farmers?

(2) if "Yes" will he advise what short
term and long term aid wilt be
provided?

(3) If "No" will he indicate when a
decision will be reached?

Mr. Davies (for Mr. H. D. EVANS)
replied:
(1) No.
(2) Answered by (1).
(3) It is anticipated that a decision

will be announced by the Gov-
ernment within the next two
weeks.

24. CHALLIS ROAD SCHOOL
Site and Comnpletion

Mr. RUSHTON, to the Minister repre-
senting the Minister for Education:
(1) Does the $80,00 for the new Chal-

lis Road primary school Armadale,
included in the General Loan Esti-
mates Introduced on 23rd October,
mean only part of the school will
be built by 30th June, 1974?

(2) What buildings are to be pro-
vided from the $80,000?

(3) Has the land for this school been
acquired?

(4) If "Yes" to (3), will he advise mue
the area and site identification?

(5) If "No" to (3), when is the school
site expected to be purchased?

(6) When Is this school expected to
be ready to receive students?

(7) What arrangements are being
made for the schooling of the
children for the commencement
of the 1974 school year who would
normally attend Challis. Road
school?

Mr. HARMAN replied:
(1) Yes.
(2) The amount of $80,000 represents

the progressive payment towards
the completion of the develop-
ment

(3) No.
(4) Not applicable.
(5) A notice of Intention to acquire

the land was gazetted on 12th
October, 1973. The registered
proprietors have 30 days in which
to object. The date of purchase
will depend on the outcome of the
objections.

(6) In view of the uncertainty of site
acquitition, it is not possible to
nominate a completion date.

(7) Junior grades from the Challis
Road area will be housed at Neeri-
gen Brook and the remainder will
be transported to Armadale pri-
mary school.

25. NEERIGEN BROOK SCHOOL
Enrolments

Mr. RUSHTON, to the Minister repre-
senting the Minister for Education:
(1) How many children-

(a) are presently attending Need-,
gen Brook primary school;

(b) are estimated to commence at
this school In February 1974?

(2) What arrangements are being
made to accommodate the esti-
mated student enrolment at com-
mencement of the 1974 school
year?

(3) How many students are estimated
to attend this school at the begin-
ning of 1974 who could have been
enrolled at Challis Road primary
school had it been available?

Mr. HARMAN replied:
(1) (a) 646 pupils as at 1st August,

1973.
(b) 760 pupils.

(2) Two demountable classrooms will
Frmain on-site to cater for the
Increased enrolment and addi-
tional demnountable classrooms
will be provided.

(3) 200 pupils.

26. ARMADALE SCHOOL
Enrolments

Mr. RUSHTON, to the Minister repre-
senting the Minister f or Education:
(1) How many students--

(a) attend Armadale primary
school;
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(b) are estimated to attend this
school in February 1974?

(2) How many students will attend
this school at the beginning of
the 1974 school year who could
have commenced at the new Chal-
its Road school If It were com-
pleted?

Mr. HARMLAN replied:
(1) (a) 486 pupils as at 1st August,

1973.
(b) 610 pupils.

(2) 154 pupils.

27. TEACHERS' TRAINING COLLEGES
Enrolments and Staff

i Dr. DADOUR, to the Minister repre-
senting the Minister for Education:
(1) (a) Will It be necessary for boards

of teachers' colleges to be re-
elected on or after the "lap-
pointed day";

(b) what Is the situation of boards
In the various teachers' col-
leges in regard to elections
held prior to the appointed
day?

(2) To 'whom is the principal of each
teachers' college immediately re-
sponsible-
(a) before the appointed day;
(b) after the appointed day?

(3) Under what conditions and in
what situations will a lecturer-in-
charge be appointed after the ap-

* pointed day?
(4) Under what conditions and in

what situations will lecturers-In-
charge at present in the colleges
continue to be employed after the
appointed day?

(5) If there are to be lecturers-in-
charge after the appointed day
how will the duties of such people
differ from those of a senior lec-
turer?

(6) Would the Minister please Indi-
cate the representatives, if any, of
the staff associations on the West-
ern Australian Teachers Educa-
tion Authority of-
(j) Claremont Teachers' College;
(Ii) Graylands Teachers' College;

Offi) Mt. Lawley Teachers' College:
(iv) Churolilands Teachers' Col-

* lege; and
(V) W.A. Secondary Teachers'

College?
(7) In response to questions asked on

20th September, 1973, when the
Minister stated the enrolments for
each of the teachers' colleges and
the number of senior staff posi-
tions, can the Minister justify that
a college with an enrolment of
2,025 students requires the same
number of senior staff as a college
of 507 students?

Mr. HARMAN replied:
(1) (a) They may be re-elected or

confirmed in their appoint-
ment.

(b) They are Interim boards.
Staffs of colleges and students
who carried out the elections
may decide to allow the elec-
tions to stand and so confirm
them Ini their appointments
or bold fresh elections.

(2) (a) The Director-General of Edu-
cation who acts on the advice
of the Council of the Teacher
Education Authority.

(b) The college board of the col-
lege of which he is principal.

(3) Where there is no senior lecturer
and a college board decides that a
lecturer In charge is necessary. He
will receive no allowance as a
lecturer In charge unless he was
receiving such an allowance be-
fore the "appointed day".

(4) Lecturers In charge who have not
been promoted to senior lecturer
and where there Is no senior lec-
turer for the section will continue
to be employed after the "ap-
pointed day" and will continue to
receive an allowance as lecturer In
charge,

(5) In general, lecturers in charge,
after the "appointed day", will be
In charge of smaller sections than
those under the charge of a sea-
bor lecturer. They have consider-
ably less general college adminis-
tration responsibility than a sen-
ior lecturer.

(6) (i) Claremont Teachers' College-
1.

(HI) Graylands Teachers' College
-0.

(it) Mount Lawley Teachers' Col-
lege-O.

(lv) Ohurchiands Teachers' College
-1.

(v) WA. Secondary Teachers' Col-
lege-i.

Under section 84, subsection 2 (b)
of the Act.

(7) The enrolment of 2,035 students
Includes many students who are
only Infrequently attending the
college since they are also enrolled
as full-time students at the Uni-
versity or the Western Australian
Institute of Technology. The 507
students mentioned are all full-
time students.
Provision of senior staff is also re-
qired to plan for Increased en-
rolments and planning of new
buildings.
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28. ABORIGINES
Wiluna: Use a1 Lake Way Hotel

Mr. COYNE, to the Minister repre-
senting the Minister for Community
Welfare:
(1) As a recent news item announced

an Aboriginal community enter-
prise in the Wiluna district and
using the delicensed Lake Way
Hotel building as administration
headquarters, is it the intention
of the Community Welfare De-
partment to house Aboriginal
students or administration staff
in the living areas of this build-
ing which were formerly occupied
by the Department of Agriculture
staff ?

(2) Has consideration been given to
the incorporation of a manual
training centre, covering mechan-
ical, electrical and woodworking
courses, to train young Abori-
gines?

(3) Is the Minister aware that the
ground floor of this building could
provide a spacious area in which
to house equipment needed for and
necessary for such training?

Mr. BICKERTON replied:
(1) The Lake Way Hotel building is

being handed over to the Abori-
ginal Lands Trust to house staff
employed on behalf of the Wiluna
Aboriginal Community. The De-
partment for Community Welfare
is not directly involved.

(2) Current planning is for practical
training In horticulture, agricul-
culture and plant operation on the
old research station Itself with
some training in vehicle and plant
maintenance on the ground floor
of the hotel building. More formal
training along the lines suggested
is being kept under consideration.

(3) Yes.

29. DISADVANTAGED SCHOOLS
Budget Allocation

Mr. RUSHTON, to the Minister for
Works:
(1) What Is the criterion for allocat-

Ing the $200,000 estimate for dis-
advantaged schools?

(2) will he please name Individually
the school and sum to be allo-
cated?

Mr, JAMIESON replied:
(1) The proposals for assistance to

disadvantaged schools, the general
criteria and the amount of finance
to be made available, are con-
tained in chapter 9 of the Report
of the Interim Committee for the
Australian Schools' Commission.

(2) Allocations to indivdual schools
have not yet been deternined.

30. SOCIAL WELFARE
REGIONAL COUNCILS

Establishment
Mr. RUSHTON, to the Minister repre-
senting the Minister for Community
Welfare:
(1) What part has his department

played in creating the proposed
regional councils for social wel-
fare In the great southern and
south-west of this State?

(2) Will he please table the depart-
mental file containing the reports
and communications for the esta-
blishment of this project?

(3) Of the total grant available for the
three year period, what sum is to
be f or-
(a) administration;
(b) social welfare payments;
(c) Projects, such as clinics, etc.?

(4) Will he designate the proposed
zones?

(5) What negotiation has taken place
in creating these councils?

Mr. BICKERTON replied-,
(1) In response to the announcement

by the Chairman of the Social
Welfare Commission of the Aus-
tralian Government concerning
the avail ability of funds for re-
gional social development, the
Community Welfare Department
submitted a proposal for com-
munity services programmes in
three regions in Western Aus-
tralia.
As the total number of grants in
Australia was reduced owing to
the commission's own budget limi-
tations, only two of our proposals
were accepted as pilot projects,-
1. A major social welfare co-

ordinating project in the
south-west and southern agri-
cultural statistic divisions
region for a period of. three
years.
Estimated cost-$284,000 per
annum.

2. An investigatory study into
ways and means of co-
ordinating social welfare in
the eastern goldfields region.
Cost-$20,000.

The Community Welfare Depart-
ment has instituted the initial
operation of disseminating infor-
mation concerning the expendi-
ture proposals. The next step Will
be to set up an interim board res-
ponsible for establishing an auto-
nomous community structure.
This structure will contain 32 local
government area committees, 3
special regional committees and
the regional council responsible for
allocating funds and deciding on
general policy for the region.
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Once the autonomous community
bodies are established the depart-
ment will be involved in an ad-
visory and enabling capacity
only and the autonomous bodies
will be funded directly by the
commission.
Six copies of the proposal to the
National Commission on Social
Welfare have been tabled in this
House.

(2) The Minister for Community
Welfare is not prepared to table
the departmental file because It
is in constant use within his de-
partment. He has, however, given
instructions that the file Is to be
readily available at the director's
office for perusal by the member
for Dale or any other member.

(3) Grants are given under the Auls-
tralian assistance plan if the
Social Welfare Commission Is
convinced that the decisions
on expenditure are made by an
autonomous community body. It
Is not possible, therefore, for the
Minister to provide information as
to how the rants will be spent
as these decisions will be made
by the community itself through
the autonomous community struc-
ture to be set up by the interim
board. However, in making Its
submission the Community
Welfare Department put forward
a tentative budget for the first
year of operation.
In regard to the proposal for the
south-west and southern agricul-
tural region, the estimate of sums
to be spent was--
(a) Administration-

It was considered that much
of the regional council's acti-
vities would be directed to-
wards setting up the pro-
gramme and that admin-
istrative costs, iLe. salaries and
operation expenditure, would
be heavy but partly non-re-
curring--estimated at $76,000.

(b) Social welfare payments--Nil.
(c) Projects such as clinics, etc.

Projects, i.e. grants and sub-
sidies and Information disae-
mination-$20,000.

(4) The region In the first proposal
is delineated by the boundary of
the south-west and southern agri-
cultural statistical division-an
area of 33,000 square miles and a
Population of 122,000.
The second region consists of the
local government areas-the Town
of Kalgoorie, the Shires of Cool-
gardie, Laverton, Boulder, Leo-
nlora, Menzies and Dundas-an
area of 220,000 square miles and
a population of 33,000.

31.

(5) The department has had discus-
sions with the Chairman and the
Consultant to the Social Welfare
Commission.
In regard to the proposal for the
south-west and southern agricul-
tural region, the department has
already visited the region and
held meetings with local Govern-
ment authorities, representatives
of voluntary organisations and
interested individuals at Albany,
Katanning and Bunbury.
As a result It is hoped to form an
interim board within the next few
weeks.
In regard to the proposal for the
eastern goldfields region, some
preliminary Investigations into
demographic features have been
undertaken, but as yet no direct
approach to local people has been
made.

SCHOOLS
Libraries: Provision

Mr. THOMPSON, to the Minister
representing the Minister for Educa-
tion:
(1) Hlow many primary school librar-

ies were completed between 30th
June, 1970 and 1st January, 1972?

(2) Which of these Involved a sub-
sidy payment to the respective
parents and citizens' associations?

Mr. HARMAN replied:
(1) Six.
(2) All six schools, namely Mirra-

booka, Dianella, Woodlands, Bal-
ga, Yokine and Morley, received a
subsidy.

32. MORLEY SCHOOL
Library Subsidy

Mr. THOMPSON, to the Minister
representing the Minister for Educa-
tIon:

Will he table the files dealing with
approaches made for subsidy pay-
ment with respect to the Beau-
Leevey Library at Morley primary
school?

Mr. HARMAN replied:
The file in question is a general
buildings file which contains
other material not related to the
library. If the member wishes to
examine the relevant papers on
file, he may do so in the office
of the Minister for Education at
a mutually convenient time.

33. EDUCATION
Schools: Lesmuntie Area

Mr. THOMPSON, to the Minister
representing the Minister for Educa-
tion:
(1) Is he aware that there has been

an increase in the rate of housing
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development In the Lesmurdle
area over recent months?

(2) What plans has he made to ensure
that adequate primary school ac-
commodation will be available?

(3) When is It anticipated that the
proposed new primary school in
Falls/Burma Road will be built?

Mr. HARMAN replied:
(1) Yes.
(2) A new six-room cluster unit, a

resource centre and a covered
assembly area are to be built at
Lesmurdie.

(3) A definite date has not been de-
termined.

34. TOWN PLANNnIG
Foothills Area: Report

Mr. THOMPSON, to the Minister for
Town Planning:-

Will he table a copy of the report
of a study done on foothills land
between Malda Vale and Madding-
ton?

Mr. DAVIES replied:
The report referred to has not
yet been finally considered by the
District Planning Committee or
the Metropolitan Region Planning
Authority and cannot be tabled
at this stage.

35. PROBATE
Primary Producers: Estates and

Concessions
Mr. McPHARLIN, to the Attorney-
General:
(1) How many primary producers'

estates which have been registered
under the Companies Act as priv-
ate companies and arranged with
a "life governor's" share have
been assessed for death duties In
Western Australia during the last
five years?

(2) Was he correctly reported in The
West Australian of 23rd October,
1973 that the increased conces-
sions proposed in legislation con-
tained in the Death Duty Bill
would benefit all farmers?

Mr. Bickerton (for Mr. T. D, EVANS)
replied:
(1) This question should have more

properly been addressed to the
Assistant to the Treasurer rather
than the Attorney-General.
Specific records of estates with
life governor share assets have
not been kept. Estimate of rev-
enue loss is based on current
cases which are increasingly com-
ing forward for assessment.

(2) Yes, the increased concessions
for widows, dependent children
and orphans will apply to these
beneficiaries of all deceased per-
sons irrespective of the nature of
the deceased's occupation,

36. ENVRONMENTAL PROTECTION

Talc Plant at Leighton

Mr. HUTCHINSON, to the Minister
for Environmental Protection:
(1) Has he read the Press report In

The West Australian dated 20th
October, headed "Westside plan
for Leighton talc plant"?

(2) Will he explain what pollution
making properties a talc milling
plant has?

(3) Where is the proposed site, and
what Is its area?

(4) Where will the raw talc be
dumped and what size will the
dump be?

(5) Is it a fact that the Government
proposes to guarantee a loan of
$136,000 to assist the company to
build the mill at Leighton?

(6) Has his department or the En-
vironimental Protection Authority
been asked for a report on the sit-
ing of the Proposed plant?

(7) If not, could he explain the
reason?)

(8) If so, will he table the report and
also advise the date the report
was requested?

(9) In his capacity as environmental
Minister does he agree with the
siting?

(10) Will he use the teeth in the Act
to safeguard people and places in
Leighton from talc pollution?

Mr. DAVIES replied:
(1) Yes.
(2) This matter is being investigated

and I will advise the member
when results of the investigation
are complete.

(3) The proposed site is Walter
Place, Leighton, opposite the in-
tersection of Bracks, Street, and
the area Is 6081 square metres.

(4) The raw talc 'will be dumped on
the site at Leighton, but informa-
tion is not available as to the
size of the dump.

(5) The Government has guaranteed
a loan of $113,600 and not
$136,000.

(6) I have asked the Department of
Environmental Protection for
such a report.

(7) Answered by (6).
(8) The report which was requested on

24th October is not yet available.
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(9) Since I have not yet received this
report I have no comment to
make.

(10) Yes, or other appropriate legisla-
tion.

37. METROPOLITANi AND REGIONAL
HOSPITALS

"A"-Class Beds
Mr. W. A. MANNING, to the Minister
for Health:
(1) (a) How many "A"-class beds are

there in hospitals in the
metropolitan area;

(b) what was the daily bed occu-
pancy for each of the last two
years?

(2) (a) How many "A"-class beds are
there in hospitals within 150
miles of Perth;

(b) what was the daily bed occu-
pancy for each of the last two
years?

(3) (a) How many "A"-class beds are
there in the regional hospi-
tals at Narrogin, Bunbury,
and Northam;

(b) what was the daily bed occu-
pancy in each of the last two
years?

(4) Could there be a definite effort to
refer cases to regional hospitals
where there is efficient medical
and surgical treatment available
and thus relieve congestion in
Perth and Fremantle?

Mr. DAVIES replied:

1071-72
(a) Private beds 1,233

risbie beds 2M02

3,835

(b) Private...........805 '(1971)
Public.......2,250

.3,145

38.

197 2-7 3
1,302
-2,635

3,937

921 '(1972)
2,2s4

3,185

(2)-
(a) Private beds .... 1.285 1,412

Public beds .. 3,696 3,713

4,981 .5,125

(b) Private-------------934 '(1071) 1,009 '(0972
Public.......2,870 2.866

3.81 3 3,875

These figures relate to calendar years specified.

(3)-
(a) _. 337
(b) .............. 232

330
232

(4) Referral to any hospital is a mat-
ter between the doctor and the
Patient. Metropolitan hospitals
endeavour to transfer appropriate
long stay cases to the country
hospital associated with the pat-
lent's home.

PROBATE DUTY
Concessions and Deductions

Mr. R. L. YOUNG, to the Assistant to
the Treasurer:
(1) What is the estimated cost to the

State in a full year of the con-
cessions to be granted under the
Death Duty Assessment Bill
(1973) in respect of-
(a) increased concesslonal de-

ductions for depiendants;
(b) payments to dependants under

a bona fide superannuation
or pension scheme;

(e) increases in concessions for
bequests to-
(i) charitable bodies;
(ii) local government organi-

sations:
(d) extension of the periods in

which special exemptions
apply for ex-servicemen?

(2) What is the estimated increase to
the State's revenue in a full year
resulting from the actions in re-
spect of-
(a) "life governors' shares";
(b) long-term interest free debts

normally discountable on an
actuarial basis;

(c) balancing annuities and as-
signed life policies on expec-
tation of death within a short
period;

(d) assigning life policies at sur-
render value without normal
life expectancy;

(e) the reduction of option periods
to within three Years of death
under clause 48;

(f) certain settlements now sub-
ject of paragraph (f) of
clause 10:

(g) savings in administration by
the Commissioner of Taxa-
tion?

(3) How many estates were probated
in the year ended 30th June,
1973-
(a) where the sole beneficiary was

a spouse and the value of the
estate, before allowing conces-
sional deductions--
(1) exceeded $26,500;
(ii) did not exceed $26,500;
(iii) exceeded $36,500;
Qiv) fell between $26,500 and

$36,500;
(b) where the beneficiaries con-

sisted of a spouse and two
dependent children and the
value of the estate, before al-
lowing concessional deduc-
tions--
(i) exceeded $36,500;
(ii) did not exceed $36,500;
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(fil) exceeded $56,500;
(iv) fell between $36,500 and

$56,500?
(4) How many estates were probated

during the year ended 30th June,
1973, in total?

Mr. Bickerton (for Mr. T. D. EVANS)
replied:
(1) (a) $1.7 million.

(b) Nil. This is a clarification of

(c)

(d)

an existing section.
(1) $20,000.
(ii) $15,000.
$5,000.

(2) (a) $400,000.
(b) $250,000.
(c) $30,000.
(d) $70,000.
(e) Nil.
(f!) $10,000.
(g) Nil, but expenditure savings

of approximately $4,000 on
current rates should be
achieved.

(3) (a) and (b) This information Is
not available in the form re-
quested, as statistics are not
maintained in this way.
Available statistics of net
values of estates assessed and
distributions to classes of
beneficiaries are published in
appendix "E" of the third
annual report of the State
Taxation Department.

(4) This information is not available
in the form requested but 4,624
local estates were assessed by the
State Taxation Department in
1972-73.

39. WATER SUPPLIES
Rates: Boors goon Garden City

Mr. O'NEIL, to the Minister for
Water Supplies:

Would he please advise-
(a) the total water rate account

for the Booragoon Garden
City shopping complex for
each of the last three years;
anid

(b) reasons for variations?
Mr. JAMIESON replied:

(a) The rates applicable to each
of the last three years are:

(b)

1973-74-Rated as improved
property for full year.
$17,820.84 sewerage rates for
the Period 1-12-72 to 30-6-73
(1972-73) included in 1973-74
account.

40. TRAFFIC OFFICES
Subiaco and Victoria Park: Functions

Dr. DADOUR, to the Minister repre-
senting the Minister for Police:

What is the future of the Subiaco
and Victoria Park traffic offices
with respect to-
(a) traffic control; and
(b) licensing?

Mr. BICKERTON replied:

(a) and (b) To continue.

41.

42.

w ae Sewerage Total
Re Rate

$ 8
1,550 00 .. 1,550.00

19,606 .92 17,320 R4 37,517.76
28,716.07 30,572.1L9 59,288.26

1971-12-Rated as vacant land
for water only.
1972-73-Rated as vacant land
from 1-7-72 to 31-10-72
and improved Property from
1-11-72. Rated for sewerage
as from 1-12-72.

PROBATE
Repurchase of Issued Shares at

Paid-up, Value
Mr. R. L. YOUNG, to the Assistant
to the Treasurer:

How many estates have been
submitted for probate since 30th
June, 1968, where a governing
director had the power under his
company's articles of association
to "repurchase all of the otber
issued shares at paid up value" as
described in the example on page
19 of the explanatory notes ac-
companying the Death Duty As-
sessment Bill, 1973?

Mr. Bickerton (for Mr. T. D. EVANS)
replied:

Not known, as papers dealing
with the rights of governing
directors in these cases have
been returned to executors and
detailed records of every case are
not kept. Estimate of revenue is
based on current cases which are
increasingly coming forward for
assessment.

PROBATE
Compensating Annuities and Life

Policies
Mr. R. L. YOUNG, to the Assistant to
the Treasurer:

How many estates have been sub-
mitted for probate since 30th
June, 1968 in which the circum-
stances of compensating annuities
and life Policies existed as de-
scribed in the example on page 12
of the explanatory notes accom-
panying the Death Duty Assess-
ment Bill, 1973?

Mr. Bickerton (for Mr. T. D. EVANS)
replied:

This is a relatively new scheme
and to date only one case has
been submitted.

1971-72
1972-73
1973-74
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43. VERMIN AND NOXIOUS WEEDS
CONTROL

Cost
Mr. NALER, to the Minister for A.gri-
culture:
(1) How many vermin and noxious

weeds groups involving the De-
partment of Agriculture and local
authorities are in operation in-
(a) south-west land division:
(b) the remainder of the State?

(2) How many officers are responsible
for vermin control in the above
groups?

(3) How many officers are responsible
for noxious weed control in the
above groups?

(4) What is the total cost to the De-
partmyent of Agriculture for the
services in (2)?

(5) What is the total cost to the De-
partment of Agriculture for the
services in (3) ?

(6) What is the total contribution by
local authorities to the cost of
vermin control officers?

(7) What is the total contribution by
local authorities to the cost, of
weed control officers?

(8) What is the total cost of wages,
salaries and equipment for the
control of vermin in the various
groups?

(9) What is the total cost of wages.
salaries and equipment for the
control of noxious weeds in the
various groups?

(10) Are all local authorities in the
country areas involved in the
group control?

(11) If (10) is "NO" how many shires
do not take part in group control?

Mr. Davies (for Mr. H. D. EVANS)
replied:

The Agriculture Protection Board
is the body responsible for vermin
and noxious weed control.
The answers to the specific ques-
tions asked are-
(1) (a) 82.

(b) 12.
(2)
(3)
(4)
(5)
(6)
(7)
(8)
(9)

93.
9.
$561,177.
$56,835.
$183,389.
$20,133.
$744,566.
$76,968.
NO.
Noxious weeds 11 take
Part; 112 do not.
Vermin =107 take part; 16
(4 agricultural, 12 pastoral)
do not.

44. PETROLEUM

Farm-fin and Farm-out Agreements
Sir CHARLES COURT, to the Minister
for Mines:
(1) Will he please list all the petroleum

farm-ins and farm-outs that have
been submitted to him and which
have-
(a) not been approved by the

State Government;
(b) been approved, or recommen-

ded by the 0tate Government,
submitted to the Common-
wealth Government and not
yet approved by the Common-
wealth Government?

(2) In each of the cases covered by
( 1) (b), what are the dates on
which the State Government ap-
proved or recommended the farm-
ins or farm-outs and submitted
them to the Commonwealth for its
concurrence and/or approval?

(3) (a) What is the reason given by
the Commonwealth Govern-
inent for not ap~proving the
submissions made to them;

(b) does he approve of the reasons
given by the Commonwealth
Government?

(4) Which of the farm-ins and farm-
outs mentioned above does the
State Government still want to see
approved?

(5) (a) Which applications to the
State Government for ap-
proval or recommendation
over the last 12 months have
not been approved by the
State Government;

(b) what were the reasons for
not approving?

Mr. MAY replied,
(1) (a) Qi) Agreement No. 1SSL/1972.

Abrolhos oil No Liability
and B.P. Petroleum De-
velopment Australia Prop-
rietary Limited

to
Ocean Ventures Propriet-
ar Limited and Jild
(Australia) Proprietary
Limited

affecting
Exploration Permit No.
WA-39-P.

(ii) Agreement No. 145L/1972.
Shell Development (Aus-
tralia) Proprietary Lim-
ited.

to
Forex Australia Pty. Lim-
ited

affecting
Farm-out Agreement No.
8SL/1972 registered
against Exploration Per-
mit No. WA-S 0-P.
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(ti) Agreement No. 1SL/1973
B.O.C. of Australia Lim-
ited et al

to
Bl1ack Star Petroleum Pty.
Ltd.

affecting
Exploration Permit No.
WA-32-P.

(iv) Agreement No. 28L/1973.
Abroihos Oil No Liability
and B.P. Petroleum De-
velopment Australia Prop-
rietary Limited

to
Esso Exploration & Pro-
duction Australia Inc.

affecting
Exploration Permit No.
W.A.-40-P.

(v) Agreement 'No. 38L/1973.
Canadian Superior Oil
(Aust.) Pty. Ltd. et al

to
Continental Oil Company
of Australia Limited

affecting
Exploration Permit No.
WA-27-P.

(vi) Heads of Agreement. West
Australian Petroleum Pty.
Limited

to
Ocean Ventures Pty, Linm-
ited, Interstate Oil Lim-
ited and the Tidewater
Group of Companies

affecting
Exploration Permit No.
WA-21-P.

(vii) Agreement in Principle.
West Australian Petrol-
eum Pty. Limited

to
Bridge Oil N.L.. Olay Ex-
plorations Pty. Limited,
Okura, Trading Co. (Aus-
tralia) Pty. Limited and
Toyoda Kosan K.

affecting
Exploration Permit No.
WA-2-P.

(viii) Approval in Principle.
Beaver Exploration Aus-
tralia N.

to
An overseas partner yet to
be nominated

affecting
Farm-out Agreement No.
11SL/1g72 registered
against Exploration Per-
mit No. WA-S 1-P.

e(b) A condition precedent to may
approving a farm agreement
is the obtaining of a clear-
ance from the Australian Gov-
ernment. This clearance must

be based on that Govern-
ment's specified responsibil-
ities under the Common-
wealth-States Agreement.
Applications received are re-
ferred intially without recom-
mendation to the Australian
Government. Follow-up action
in respect of these applica-
tions has indicated support
by this State.

(2) In accordance with 1 (b) above,
the agreements and proposals have
been referred to the Australian
Government on the following

dates-
(1) 30/11/72
(i) 28/12/72
(tit) 12/2/73
(lv) As heads of agreement

24/11/72. As a formal agree-
mnent 12/3/73

(v) 10/8/73
(vA) 31/1/73
(vii) 21/3/73
(viii) 14/9/73

(3) (a) The Australian Government
has deferred Its consent in all
cases except (viii). The Aus-
tralian Government has not
yet replied to the referral
under (viii).

(b) Because of the deferrals no
reasons have been given.
In two instances, a reason for
deferral has been given, i.e.
In (v) and (vil)-in the
"national interest".

(4) Prima facie I would like to see al
the farm-ins and farm-outs men-
tioned above approved but it must
be appreciated that I am unable
to make a formal and final decis-
ion until a clearance from the
Australian Government in respect
of its specified responsibilities has
been obtained.

(5) (a) and (b) Answered by (1).

QUESTIONS (5): WITHOUT NOTICE
1.LAMB MARKETING BOARD

Exports
Sir CHARLES COURT, to the Minister
for Agriculture:
(1) Does the Lamb Marketing Board

and the United Farmers and
Graziers Sales, or any other or-
ganisation, have an arrangement
whereby United Farmers and
Graziers Sales1 or any other or-
ganisation, handles all Lamb
Marketing Board export sales?

(2) Has such an export sales organi-
sation arranged a processing room
at Midland Junction?
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(3) if the processing room has been
arranged, does this arrangement
have the approval of the State
Government and appropriate de-
partments?

Mr. Davies (for Mr. H. D. EVANS)
replied:
(1) No. The hoard has no such

arrangement with any organisa-
tion.

(2) No.
(3) No.

2, ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION
Talc Plant at Leighton

Mr. HUTCHINSON, to the Minister
for Environmental Protection:

I wish to ask the Minister a fur-
ther question arising out of his
answer to question 36 on today's
notice paper. The second part of
my question reads as follow--

Will he explain what pollu-
tion making properties a tale
milling plant has?

The Minister replied that the mat-
ter is being investigated and he
will advise me of the result of this
in due course.
My question now is; Will the
Minister advise the Chamber of
the result if the report following
the investigation is not too long for
inclusion in Hansard?

Mr. DAVIES replied:
Yes.

3. TIMBER SLE EPERS
Commonwealth Railways: Tenders
Sir CHARLES COURT, to the Minister
for Forests:

What is the significance of the
tenders to be called for 200,000
replacement sleepers for the Com-
monwealth Railways, and in par-
ticular-
(a) Are these purely for main-

tenance and replacement
purposes on the existing per-
manent way?

(b) What is the relationship of
the area in which these
sleepers are to be used as
against the area where the
concrete sleepers recently
contracted for by the Com-
monwealth Railways are to
be used?

(c) What are the prospects of
Commonwealth Railways fol-
low-on orders for Western
Australian timber sleepers?

(d) Are these wooden sleepers to
be used as a phasing out
programme by the Common-
wealth Railways, while con-
crete sleepers are being
phased in?

4,

Mr. Davies (for Mr. H. D. EVANS)
replied:

In general, it is welcome news to
sawmillers end the south-west of
this State. The fact that substan-
tial quantities of timber sleepers
will be required beyond the next
three 'or four years, up to 10
years, will certainly assist in the
long term stability of the timber
industry,
(a) Yes.
(b) The timber sleepers will be

used to maintain that part of
the Commonwealth track not
being resleepered with con-
crete.

(c) Similar contracts to the one
just called for will continue
for three or four years and in
substantial quantities beyond
that time up to 10 years.

(d) Whilst there is no precise in-
formation on this aspect, it
would be a reasonable as-
sumption, but it is regarded
also as an opportunity to
establish more accurately the
economics of treated timber
versus concrete in this appli-
cation.

PYRAMID SELLING
Effect of Legislation

Mr. MOICLER, to the Minister for Con-
sumer Protection:

In view of the concern of a large
number of people who now are
either members of a pyramid or-
ganisation or are considering
joining one as to their position If
the proposed legislation to ban
pyramid selling comes Into
law, could the Minister for Con-
sumer Protection indicate to
Parliament what is generally
proposed under this legislation to
clarify the situation for the
public?

Mr. HARMAN replied:
I thank the honourable member
for some notice of his question.
The answer is as follows--

As a number of pyramid
organisations are obviously
continuing their recruiting
activity at least at their pre-
vious level and, in some
cases, at an increased level
since the Government's an-
nouncemnent of its proposal
to ban pyramid selling, I agree
that some clarification is
necessary.
As stated previously, It Is the
Government's intention to in-
troduce legislation to ban
pyramid selling in this State.
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The Australian Government
is taking similar action in the
restrictive trade practices leg-
islation at present before
Parliament. It is our inten-
tion to use a similar defini-
tion to that used by the
Australian Government to
ensure there is no confusion
in the matter. We intend to
Include similar penalties to
those suggested by the Aus-
tralian Government. The ef-
fect of the legislation will be
to make it illegal for a person
or persons to seek or obtain a
benefit by inducing others to
join in a scheme. The legis-
lation will further ban the
endless recruiting involved in
pyramid selling schemes.
People who have stocks of
goods supplied by a pyramid
selling scheme will not be
prevented from selling these
provided they do so within
the other laws of the State.
However, the main Profits
normally come from the in-
troduction of new members
into the scheme, a practice
which will be banned. Mem-
bers of the public are again
strongly urged not to join
these schemes. The Chair-
man of the Consumer Affairs
Council, In his recent report.
named the companies active
in Western Australia and it
is considered that all these
companies will be prevented
from carrying on their pres-
ent pyramid operation under
this legislation.
I have been informed that
some participants In Golden
Products are advising intend-
ing members that this com-
pany has been exempted from
the provisions of legislation
in other States. No State
has legislated yet in this re-
gard, although most have
either introduced ]Bills into
Parliament or announced they
intend to introduce legisla-
tion. As far as I am aware
the Intent of these Emls is
Identical to our Intent and
certainly firms such as Golden
Products and Dare to be Great
will not be able to continue
their present form of opera-
tion anywhere in Australia, if
the Intended legislation be-
comes law in each State.
Some of the better known
companies are using aL range
of different names to confuse
the public and the public is

warned to be careful of vague
advertisements for ambitious
people, offering executive
positions, or part-time work
with promises of large re-
wards. Legitimate advertise-
ments of this sort are usually
over aL firm's name or a recog-
nised management consult-
ant's name, In many cases
the telephone number quoted
is an answering service and
details are not available over
the telephone. Appointments
are generally made for the
evening and applicants are
often asked to bring their
spouses.

5. POST OFFICES
Country Towns: Closure

Mr. McPHARUIN, to the Premier:
I would like to ask the Premier
a further question in relation to
the Press report that the Com-
monwealth Government intends to
downgrade 35 post offices in
Western Australia. For the in-
formation of the Premier, I have
checked this report at the Federal
level and it Is authentic.

Mr. J. T. Tonkin: How do you know
It is authentic?

Mr. McPHARLIN: My information
came from a senior member of
Parliament.

Mr. J. T. Tonkin: You are then In
a position to supply the answer.

Mr. MePHARLIN: I asked the Pre-
mier whether he had protested
to the Federal Governmnent and
he said he has no information
regarding the proposal. Surely
if such action is proposed this
information should be forthcoming
.to the Premier. I ask the Pre-
mier again: Will he take action
to protest against these proposals?

Mr. J. T. TONKIN replied:
The Leader of the Country Party
Is entitled to think what he likes
-that is his prerogative. How-
ever, as I told him earlier, I have
no information.

Mr. O'Connor: If it Is true, will you
take the action?

Mr. Nalder: In the interests of
Western Australia?

Mr. O'Neil: Supposititious!
Mr. J. T. TONKIN:, It is not always

safe to rely on Press articles. I
will give a classic example of an
incorrect Press report this month.
Whilst in Canberra recently I read
in one newspaper that a man
working in the Queen's Household
had paid his own fare to Australia.
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On the same day I read a report
in another newspaper that he had
travelled to Australia but did not
have to pay his fare.

Sir Charles Court: What hats that
to do with post offices?

Mr. J. T. TONKIN: In view of this
recent experience, I am not Pre-
pared to take as Gospel everything
which appears in the Press. I
make the samne reply to the ques-
tion: If the Leader of the Coun-
try Party will supply rme with
authentic in!forrmation that It Is
the intention of the Australian
Government to close 35 post offides.

Mr. McPharlln: Downgrade.
Mr. J. T. TONKIN: -or to down-

grade certain post offices, then I
will take the appropriate action.

Opposition members: Hear, hear!
INDUSTRIAL ARBITRATION ACT

AMENDMENT BILL
Third Reading

MR. HARMAN (Maylands-Minister for
Labour) [5.09 p.m.]: I move-

That the Bill be now read a third
time.

MRt. O'NEIL (East Melville-Deputy
Leader of the Opposition) [5.10 pm.]: I
wish briefly to record our final protest
against this measure. I state quite un-
equivocally our belief that this piece of
legislation does a great disservice to the
majority of the moderate unionists in
Western Australia. The Bill was clearly
designed to emasculate the arbitration
system as we know it, and to throw total
control of the industries of this State and
the men who work in those industries into
the hands of the militant left wing of the
union movement.

MR. McPHARLIN (Mt. Marshall) [5.11
P.m.): I want to endorse the remarks Just
made, The second reading debate was very
efficiently handled by the Deputy Leader
of the Opposition.

Opposition members: Hear, hear!
Mr. Harman: And the Minister.
Mr. O'Neil: You know the story about

self -praise!1
Mr. McPHARLIN: When this Bill was

introduced, it was handled by the pre-
vious Minister for Labour. I symupathise
with the present Minister who had to take
over in midstream. It was not an easy
piece of legislation, and we all felt sym-
pathetic towards him, although we do not
believe in the legislation.

The Opposition feels this measure would
give too much control to unionists who
would be able to dictate policy to a greater
extent than they can at present. This
measure will not supply the service to the
community that was intended. I use this

debate as the last opportunity to protest
against this measure on behalf of the
Country Party.

MR. HARMAN (Maylands-MAdinister
for Labour) (5.12 p.m.]: I wish to say
that this Bill is probably one of the most
far-reaching pieces of legislation in re-
gard to industrial arbitration to come be-
fore this Parliament. We have taken the
opportunity to Include In the industrial ar-
bitration law a system known as mediation
and conciliation to determine industrial
disputes. I hope that when this measure
goes to another place the members there
will consider earnestly the proposals we
seek to add to the legislation.

Mr. O'Neil: Tell us about the other dia-
bolical clauses-putting certain people
above the law.

Mr. HARMAN: Members will notice
that the Bill provides also for quarterly
cost-of-living adjustments: for the com-
mission to rant retrospective payments;
and for the reinstatement of workers
in certain circumstances. Provision is
made to settle industrial disputes and to
preserve industrial harmony.

Sir Charles Court: And to defeat the
Industrial Commission!

Question Put and a division taken with
the following result-

A
Mlr. Bateman

Mr. Bertram
Mr. Bickerton
Mr. Brady
Mr. Brown
Mr. B. T. Burke
Mr. T. J. Burke
Mr. Cook
Mr. Davies
Mr. Pletcher

N
Mr. nialkLe
Sir David Brand
Sir Charles Court
Mr. Coyne
Dr. Dadour
Mr. Grayden
W,. Hutchinson

Mr. A. A. Lewis
Mr. E. 1-. M. Lewis

Mr. W. A. Manning

Lyes-20
Mr. Ha rman
Mr. Harirey
Mr. Jamieson
Mr. Laphamn
Mr. May
Mr. Mclver
Mr. Sewell
Mr. A. iR. Tonkin
Mr. J. T. Tonkin
Mr. Moiler

(Teller)
!oes-20

Mr. McPharlln
Mr. Nalder
Mr. O'Connor
Mr. O'Neil
Mr. Ridge
Mr. Run ciman
Mr. Rushton
Mr. Stephens
Mr. R. L. Young
Mr. I. W, Manning

(Teller)
Pairs

Ayes Noes
Mr. 3,1c6 Mr. Sibson
Mr. Jones Mr. Osyfer
Mr. T. D. Evans Mr. Thompson
Mr. H. D. Evans Mr. W. U. Young
Mr. Taylor Mr. Mensaros

The SPEAKER:, The voting being equal,
I give my casting vote with the Ayes.

Question thus passed.
Bill read a third time and transmitted

to the Council.

APPROPRIATION BILL
(CONSOLIDATED REVENUE FUND)

Second Reading
Debate resumed from an earlier stage of

the sitting.
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Mil. A. A. LEWIS (Blackwood) [5.18
p.m.]: Before commencing my remarks, I
congratulate the member for Balcatta. on
his maiden speech. I hope he makes many
more here in that form because the brevity
of his speech was commendable.

I notice the Premier looking at me very
wisely. I wish he was as wise in making
public statements as he appears to be when
he is looking at people, because in this
morning's newspaper there appears an ar-
ticle with the heading-

Tonkin sees no acute shortages
As the member for Moore has said, the
statement may not be correct, but in
another set of papers I have here there is
printed a similar statement made by the
Premier, and as those papers are the Votes
and Proceedings for this H-ouse I should
imagine that they would be reasonably ac-
curate.

Mr. Hutchinson: Shortages of what?
Mr. A. A. LEWIS; He said there were no

acute shortages of building materials, home
appliances, spare parts, and farm maclil-
nery. I will deal with only one of those
because I know something about it.

Mr. Lapham: Farm machinery.
Mr. A. A. LEWIS: That interjection will

stop any rot because the honourable mem-
ber apparently agrees at the start that I
know something about farm machinery.
For the Treasurer and Premier of this
State to state categorically that there was
no acute shortage of farm equipment in
this State is misleading in the extreme.

Mr. Bertram: There is nothing unusual
about miseading the House.

Mr. A. A. LEWIS: Apparently the mem-
ber for Mt. Hawthorn considers this to
be somewhat amusing, but to the general
Public it is not amusing. It is disastrous
that we shouid have the Premier and Treas-
urer of this State not knowing the condi-
tion of his major industry; namely, the
rural industry. He does not know the con-
ditions of the industry that is keeping his
Treasury solvent.

It is a shocking state of affairs that such
a statement by the Premier should be pub-
lished in the Press and circulated among
the public, following t. misleading state-
ment made in this House.

Let us review a few of the facts which
will confirm that the farming machinery
business is in a disastrous situation. After
a number of poor seasons because of ad-
verse climatic and economic conditions the
farmers are now approaching somewhere
near normality. However, as yet they are
a long way from catching up with the rest
of the community. Over a period of 10
years the rise in their earnings is approxi-
mately 1.2 Per cent, which is lower than
the increase in the average earnings of an
ordinary member of the community. How-
ever, the farmers have gained new confid-
ence, and despite what the Federal Goyern-

(ISO)

ment is trying to do to them they will buy
machinery if they can obtain it.

At present there is only about one-third
of the farm machinery necessary in this
State to meet the total demand. If that
does not represent an acute shortage, I
would like to know what does.

Mr. J. T. Tonkin: Could you tell me on
what you base that opinion?

Mr. A. A. LEWIS: I base it on facts and
not on misleading information.

Mr. J. T. Tonkin-, Where are they avail-
able?

Mr. A, A. LEWIS: If the Premier and his
department cannot obtain this information
I will get it for them. If he so desires he
can telephone the Tractor Machinery
Association and obtain the details. Instead
the Premier makes these statements with-
out referring to the people who know what
they are talking about. Just because it is
a slick answer anything can be said -as
though the members in this Chamber knew
nothing.

Mr. Bertram; You can say that again.
Mr. A. A. LEWIS; Let me return to this

critical situation in regard to farm ma-
chinery which the Premier still cannot un-
derstand. The position is that all makes of
machinery have been sold out to at least
the 30th June of next year, and miany
makes have been sold out to the end of
next year. The dealers do not have any
machines available. Two or three of the
top dealers in this State who have up to
40 men employed do not have any ma-
chines for sale until the end of next year.
Those men comprise salesmen and service-
men.

The servicemen may be retained by these
firms, but I doubt whether they will be
able to hold other members of their staff.
I regret that the Minister for Develop-
ment and Decentralisation is not Present
In the Chamber this evening, because we
hear a great deal from those on the other
side about decentralisation. This Govern-
ment has made no effort to keep people
in the country by taking steps to solve
the present critical situation. In fact,
Government members do not even under-
stand the position.

I will cite as an example one country
town which I know fairly well. The firm
In that town, which holds the Western
Australian dealership for a certain make
of machinery, has 42 people on its
staff. Of those 18 will have to be re-
trenched and they will be obliged to re-
turn to the city, because the machinery
dealer cannot obtain sufficient stock to
sell and he does not have any build-up
of new machinery stock. As a result
there Is no free servicing on machines for
mechanics to carry out and there are no
machines for the salesmen to sell. Yet
the Premier has stated that there is not
an acute shortage of farm machinery! I
have heard some rot in my time, but this
statement really takes the bun!
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Mr. J3. T. Tonkin: You are talking some
now.

Mr. A. A. LEWIS: Yet the Premier and
his Colleagues can stand up in this House
and talk about decentralisation. What a
hide!

Let us look at the future of the farm
imachinery business in this State. The
Imports of farm machinery for the next
12 months will meet only about one-fifth
of the demand. One firm that I know of,
which has ordered 2871 headers from over-
seas, will be able to deliver 53 only. Yet the
Premier has said there is no acute short-
age of farm machinery in this State!

Mr. Bickerton: Apparently there Is a
shortage overseas.

Mr. A. A. LEWIS: The production of
farm machinery In Australia is being held
up by a series of strikes, either by clutch
makers--

Mr. Bickerton: Oh!
Mr. A. A. LEWIS: They do not deal in

used machines.
Mr. Bickerton: You certainly know

something about culture. You would be the
greatest actor I have seen.

Mr. O'Connor: It is all right to dis-
regard this sort of thing.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! The
member for Blackwood.

Mr. A. A. LEWIS: In such a serious
situ ation-

Mr. Bickerton: I can see it is.
Mr. A. A. LEWIS: -one would think

the Minister would be greatly concerned,
but no, all he is thinking about Is the
"clutch" and not the manufacturer.

Mr. Bickerton: I am thinking about the
clutch all right. We have the socialistic
clutch.

Mr. A. A. LEWIS: I do not know
whether the Minister could have a social-
istic clutch. I am talking only about
clutches in regard to which I have no
intention of misleading the House. There
are numerous situations of this kind in
Western Australia where delivery of many
machines is being held up because store-
men mn tyre factories will not deliver tyres.
There are hundreds of places where hyd-
raulic engineers are on strike and it Is
impossible to obtain hydraulic compon-
ents. Strangely enough this occurred when
the manufacturers were reaching the stage
of making tyres available again follow-
Ing the storemen going out on strike. That
Is not coincidence; it has been organised
to the detriment of our national economy.

Apart from there being an acute short-
age of farm machinery, the Federal Gov-
ermnent has taken steps to aggravate the
position. The Premier said something
about a shortage of steel, but who would
have any desire to Produce steel If a con-
trol is placed over prices and there Is the
prospect of receiving a return of only I
per cent. on the money invested? Further,
the firm that Produces our steel was then

told that It could not import its own
labour. What have these restrictions done
to the industries of this country? They
have put this country 12 months behind
in all its Production. I can see the member
for Mt. Hawthorn is, about to interject,
but he knows nothing about the condi-
tions in the city let alone in the country.

This steel shortage has been engendered
by a series of decisions made by the prices
tribunal people. The company was told
it could have only a 3 per cent. rise in the
price of its products and yet its cast of
labour has risen by twice that figure. It
was then told by the Minister for Immi-
gration that it cannot continue with its
immigration programme which it has con-
ducted successfully for many years. There -
fore, with an acute shortage of farm
machinery within the State, and with poli-
tical action being taken against farm
machinery companies, where do we go?
I wonder.

We should look at this question mere
closely because to date the Treasury has
not conducted any survey with a view to
seeking a solution to the Problem, and it
is about time it did. I received a letter
from the Leader of the Opposition con-
taining information that the Treasury
may conduct such a survey, and I hope,
after it has been advised of what I have
said this afternoon, that it will take action
to conduct a survey. I know that talks have
been held between the major companies
and the Government is fully aware of the
situation. That information appears in
Part (2) of the answer to the question on
this subject wherein it was stated that
there is no acute shortage of farm
machinery, and yet we are often told that
the House is not misled.

Mr. Bertram: Who told you that?
Mr. A. A. LEWIS: The Premier has told

us so many times that he does not mis-
lead the House that it is absolutely laugh-
able.

Ever since I have been in this Chambez
he and the member for Mt. Lawley have
been engaged in a running battle as to
whether answers were accurate. While the
Point is still fresh in his mind I am bring-
ing these facts to the attention of the
House because if it is not deliberately mis-
leading, it is scandalous when a Premier
and Treasurer makes these statements
without knowing the facts or attempting to
obtain them.

Mr. A. ft. Tonkin: What is the meaning
of the word "nominal"?

Mr. A. A. LEWIS: Who is talking about
that word?

Mr. A. Rt. Tonkin: You are.
Mr. A. A. LEWIS: I am talking about

something definite, not nominal. I am
talking about someone misleading the
House-

Mr. A. Rt. Tonkin: So am I.
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Mr. A. A. LEWIS: -when giving an-
swers to questions. In my school we did
not gain a 98.8 per cent. pass for nothing.
We had to work for any pass we gained.

Point of Order
Mr. J. T. TONKIN: I think it Is time the

new member started to learn a few lessons.
The DEPUTY SPEAKER: What is the

point of order?
Mr. J. T. TONKIN: It is against Stand-

ing Orders to accuse a member of deliber-
ately misleading the House: and that is
the accusation the member for Blackwood
has made against me and which I ask to
be withdrawn.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: I ask the hon-
ourable member to withdraw the state-
ment.

Mr. A. A. LEWIS: If I did say that, I
withdraw it.

Mr. J. T. Tonkin: You did.
The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order!
Mr. A. A. LEWIS: I will withdraw it if

T said It.
The DEPUTY SPEAKER: The honour-

able member has withdrawn the statement.
Carry on.

Debate Resumed
Mr. A. A. LEWIS: I will, because it is

obvious a certain gentleman leading the
other side is getting touchy and is trying
to teach Younger members manners, and
what-have-you.

Mr. J. T. Tonkin: I am not touchy. You
have a few lessons to learn and I thought
you might just as well start learning now.

Mr. May: He did not refer to young
members. He referred to new members.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! I will
respectfully ask the honourable member
to address the Chair and then we will
have no trouble.

Sir Charles Court: You will get a much
more attentive audience, too. If the
Premier does not believe there is a short-
age, he should go to the country shows
where they have only borrowed equip-
ment to display.

Mr. Bickerton: I think the honourable
member is getting touchy.

Mr. A. A. LEWIS: I do not think so. He
seldom does.

Mr. Bickerton: That is misleading the
Chamber!

Mr. A. A. LEWIS: I am sorry about
that! Mr. Deputy Speaker, I actually
thought you and not those on the front
bench were in charge of the House. Am I
at liberty to address you, Sir?

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: I suggest you
address the Chair and ignore interjec-
tions.

Mr. A. A. LEWIS: Thank you, Mr. De-
puty Speaker. Let me return to the trag-
edy of statements made in the House that
there were no acute shortages. I think I

have Proved fairly forcibly that acute
shortages do exist. If the Government
had any go in it at all it would be looking
into this matter. However, with its total
and utter lack of leadership which has
been the case for 2J years, it cannot be
expected to do anything. The Government
does not see the problems. It does not con-
sider there are any problems, but that
everything in the garden is rosy.

Nevertheless, the people producing the
wealth of this State are being Penalised
because they are not being supplied with
the tools with which to harvest our grain
and with which to make hay and forage.
While on the subject of hay and forage
let me refer again to the Federal Budget.
The two most important necessities in agri-
culture are water and fodder. We heard
the member for Wembley discuss at length
with other members the tragedy of the
Federal Budget in relation to water.

Equally tragic Is the lack of availability
of hay sheds and silos, and the fact that
forage machinery depreciation has been
altered to a 10-year term. Those who know
something about forage machinery would
be aware of the fact that no forage
machine would work efficiently for 10
years. The life of a highly productive
machine like that is in the region of five
to six Years for a top producer.

Of course. in its usual way, the Federal
Government could not care less about the
farmer. It quotes arbitrary figures and
could not care less about water in the
country or whether machinery is avail-
able. I believe that If this trend continues,
this State's agricultural Production will
fall dramatically, and whatever Govern-
ment is in Power in Canberra will be hit
in its hip Pocket. So I implore the Prem-
ier and Treasurer to study these matters
and try to do something constructive be-
fore he goes out of office.

Debate adjourned, on motion by Mr.
Grayden.

House adjourned at 5.37 p.

iKrgilathw Cnunril
Tuesday, the 30th October, 1973

The PRESIDENT (The Hon. L. C. Diver)
took the Chair at 4.30 P.m., and read
prayers.

PARLIAMENTARY COIMMISSIONER'S
REPORT
Tabling

THE PRESIDENT (The Hon. L. C.
Diver): I wish to lay on the Table of the
House the report of the Parliamentary
Commissioner for Administrative Investi-
gations for the year ended the 30th June,
1973.

The report was tabled.


